
                     
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Adoration/Benediction
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following the 12 noon 
Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

First Friday - Adoration follows the 12noon Mass and the 
7pm Mass, and ends with Benediction at 8:45am on Saturday. 

Sacraments
Confessions: Friday 10:30am
Saturday 8am and 3:30pm; and anytime by appointment
Confessions are heard in Rooms 107 & 113 in Catholic 
Ed. Center

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must 
make arrangements with the Office at least six months 
prior to the  intended date of  marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month on the 
second and third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the 
last Friday of  the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Com-
munion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and 
homebound upon request. Please call the office to let us 
know your needs.

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Amy Harrison, Business Manager
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mrs. Laura Burgess, Sacristan
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of  Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of  Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Manager
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian
Mr. Antonio Alvarenga, Rectory Cook

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of  an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of  our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If  you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note. Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:15pm 
5pm (Mass with contemporary music)

Daily  Masses             
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am & 12 noon; 
First Friday - 12 noon & 7pm Extraordinary Form (Latin Mass)
Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of  Obligation

26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

Jesus: “So, could you not watch with me one hour?” (Matthew 26:40). Take an hour or more to 
spend time at our 40-Hour Eucharistic Adoration (Oct. 5-7). See insert for more details.



Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Saturday, Sep. 29  Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael 
      5:00 pm  + Gabriel Stocks
Saturday, Sep. 29     Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   5:00 pm  + Anne Hoover
Sunday, Sep. 30  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  + Shannon Stotlar
   8:30 am  + Nancy Anderson
 10:30 am  + Nicola Arduini
 12:15 pm  Eleanor Szemborski
   5:00 pm  People of the Parish
Monday, Oct. 1   Saint Therese of the Child Jesus
   9:00 am  + Patrick Grady
Tuesday, Oct. 2  The Holy Guardian Angels
    6:30 am  + Peter Eisen
Wed., Oct. 3  Weekday
    9:00 am  + Margaret Jones
Thursday, Oct. 4     Saint Francis of Assisi
    6:30 am  + Alice Judge
Friday, Oct. 5  Weekday; First Friday
    12:00 noon  + Helene Englisch
      7:00 pm  + Patsy Johnson
Saturday, Oct. 6   Weekday; First Saturday
      5:00 pm  Stan and B.J. Szemborski 45th Anniversary
Saturday, Oct. 6     Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
   5:00 pm  + Daniel Earl
Sunday, Oct. 7  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  People of the Parish
   8:30 am  Father Tewes
 10:30 am  The Fitzgerald Family
 12:15 pm  + Fefita Dominguez
   5:00 pm  Joanne and David Harrington

26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 30, 2018

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; the decree of the 
Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple. 

- Psalm 19:8

Parish Financial Status
In-pew Offertory - September 23  $  11,803
2nd Collection - Maintenance Fund  $    2,399

Parish Giving Offertory for August  $   28,734
  
YEAR TO DATE    $ 228,317

Next week’s 2nd Collection - Debt Reduction

 

Readings for the Week

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, September 29
  5pm:  Fr. Escalante
Sunday, September 30
   7am:  Fr. Escalante
   8:30am :   Fr. Escalante
  10:30am:  Fr. Mullaney  
  12:15pm: Fr. Mullaney   
   5pm:  Fr. Mullaney

Saturday, October 6
  5pm: Fr. Mullaney
Sunday, October 7
  7am:  Fr. Mullaney
  8:30am: Fr. Mullaney
  10:30am: Fr. Escalante
  12:15pm: Fr. Escalante
  5pm: Fr. Escalante

   

This Week
Sun., Sep. 30 NO Adult Basketball 
Mon., Oct. 1 Catholic Mom’s Group 10am, Room 106
Tue., Oct. 2 Catholic Social Justice Class 7pm, Room 206
  Women’s Faith Ministry 7:30pm Rms 201, 213
  RCIA 7:30pm, Room 107
Wed., Oct. 3 SoulStitch 9:30am, Parish Hall
  Catholic Social Justice Class 10am, Room 206
  TMIY 7pm, Room 202
  Bible Study 7pmRoom 113
Thu., Oct. 4 Rosary Group 7pm, Church
Sat., Oct. 6 TMIY 6:30am
Sun., Oct. 7 Adult Basketball 8:30pm 
  

We will be serving BBQ chicken, hamburgers 
and hotdogs, iced tea, lemondae and desserts. 

Please bring a side dish or salad to share!

Monday:  Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday:  Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-8; Mt 18:1-5, 10
Wednesday:   Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15; Lk 9:57-62
Thursday:  Jb 19:21-27; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14; Lk 10:1-12
Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10, 
  13-14ab; Lk 10:13-16
Saturday:  Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130; 
  Lk 10:17-24
Sunday:  Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-6; Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16 [2-12]



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q. If you were given prayers to say for your confession penance, 
do you have to do it in church? –Andre Smith
A. It is preferable to say the prayers in church but that is not 
required. What’s necessary is to do the penance soon after you 
finished your confession.
 
Q. What is the most serious sin one can commit?  Is there an 
unforgiveable sin? –Peter Karanski
A. Desecration of the Holy Eucharist or any form of sacrilege 
against it is the most serious sin one could commit because one is 
directly committing a gravely sinful act against the real presence of 
God. Morally speaking, this includes someone receiving the Eucha-
rist in the state of mortal sin. 
Jesus mentions an unforgiveable sin against God the Holy Spirit.  
The Catechism in No. 1864 says, “‘Therefore I tell you, every sin 
and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against 
the Spirit will not be forgiven” [Matthew 12:31; cf. Mark 3:29; 
Luke 12:10]. There are no limits to the mercy of God, but anyone 
who deliberately refuses to accept his mercy by repenting, rejects 
the forgiveness of his sins and the salvation offered by the Holy 
Spirit. Such hardness of heart can lead to final impenitence and 
eternal loss.”  Sins against the Holy Spirit include despair (giving 
up on God’s ability to forgive and save souls and refuse to repent), 
presumption (overconfidence that God will always forgive even w/
out repentance), obstinacy (persistence to live in sin despite having 
been warned multiple times), and resisting the truth (attacking, re-
jecting, challenging, contradicting or arguing against a known truth; 
e.g., Catholics who defend being “pro-choice” knowing that this 
means advocating for the murder of innocent babies that directly 
violate the 5th commandment, “You shall not kill”). Those who die 
in this state do so willfully rejecting God and therefore the grace of 
God cannot save them. 
 
Q. If you have many venial sins and have not gone to confession, 
is it still okay to go to communion? –Anonymous
A. Yes. As long as you do not have any mortal on your soul you can 
keep receiving the Eucharist. Even the holiest of person commit 
small (venial) sins: “Though the just fall seven times, they rise again” 
(Proverbs 24:16). 
 
Q. Can priests go to swimming? And have you gone swimming? 
–“Easy Cee”
A. Yes, priests are allowed to go swimming. Did you know that 
St. John Paul II was an avid swimmer? During his first year as 
pope he built a swimming pool at the papal summer residence in 
Castel Gandolfo so that he could continue swimming after he was 
elected pope. Have I gone swimming? Let’s just say, I try to swim. 
An orthopedic surgeon once took me to a swimming pool to find 
out the oddity why my body sinks like a rock. He concluded that 
I have a low lung air capacity (explains why running has always 
been a struggle) and lacked body fat (I didn’t mind this part). So, I 
“pretend” swim while in the pool and always wear a floatation vest 
when I’m participating in water sports at the lake or beach. 

Have a “nice weekend with Jesus!” 
(See enclosed flyer for more details)

 
            How about spending an hour or two of real quality time with Jesus 
this weekend?  We are hosting another 40-Hour Eucharistic Adoration this 
coming October 5-7. In response to the troubling news we’ve been hearing 
about the crisis in the church that involved priests and bishops caught up in 
multiple sexual abuse scandal, our parish will be leading another 40-hour 
Eucharistic Adoration. This time our many petitions will include making 
reparation for the serious sins/damage committed and for the healing of the 
sexually abused especially the children that were victimized by the clergy. 
This Eucharistic devotion is a very powerful protection against evil and 
super effective in making reparation for past sins. Please take the time to visit 
the church during the non-stop exposition of the Blessed Eucharist (except 
when Mass is celebrated). The church will be open all-night on Friday & 
Saturday to welcome Our Lord’s adorers. It would be great if every hour we 
can have a minimum of ten adorers praying before Our Lord Jesus. Come 
often and bring your family and friends with you.
 
            The 3-5 PM Sunday time slot of the adoration will be our parish 
participation in the Rosary Coast to Coast nationwide call to prayer for the 
good of our country. Our prayers include the recitation of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet (3 PM), Consecration of the Parish (and Russia, as requested by Our 
Lady of Fatima) to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (3:45 PM), Eucharistic 
Procession & Rosary (4 PM) and ending in church with Benediction to close 
the 40-Hour Eucharistic Adoration. This is a powerful time to pray for your 
special intentions so don’t miss the golden opportunity! Signing up is not 
required we’d love it if you could fill all the time slots because we’re required 
to have at least one person for the Eucharist to remain exposed. Even if you 
see the slot says “full”, please know that there is NO LIMIT to the number 
of people who can come for adoration at any hour. Sign up at:  www.
saintfrancisparish.org/adoration. 
 

Reaching the 100,000 rosaries coming right up!
 
            As of this writing, we have reached 98,097 of rosaries prayed as 
reported to the parish. Our deadline is October 13, 2018, the last day of 
the 100-year anniversary year (1917-2018) of Our Lady of Fatima. We 
started this back in September 12, 2015 and, thanks to all of you, we’re well 
on pace to reach our major spiritual goal. It was estimated that 100,000 
people were present at the Miracle of the Sun on October 13, 1917 at 
Fatima. Though it has taken us three years, it’s great that we were able to 
replicate in some form the number of rosaries prayed on that wonderful day. 
I know Our Blessed Mother is thrilled that for the past three years we’ve had 
more families and individuals who learned or became even more zealous in 
praying the holy rosary. We can only imagine the treasure of graces all the 
participants have received from Our Lady during this time. At the end of 
our October 13 timeline, please continue to pray the rosary daily. The world 
needs everyone’s prayers right now.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



 

Our Military Members:  
Major Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Sgt. Tim Mar-
shall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. 
Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. 
Patrick Godfrey, Cpl Zachary Gingras, LT Scott 
Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. Jamie 
(Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT Jared 
Willard, Joe Pultro, LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Ra-
chel Jovene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC 
Jorge A Lara Pedroza, LT Ross Mentzer, 2nd 
LT Ryan Patrick Grady; PFC Stephen G. Beard, 
Sgt. Ernesto G. Castro
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack 
Lehtonen,Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller, Phyllis 
Heller, Madeline Gonzalez, Mike O’Brien, Bill 
and Valerie Wieliczko, Bud and Sarah Nolan
The Deceased:  Lewis Daniel Miller, Rudy 
and Cathy Bartoldus, Mona Bakke, Sophie 
and Pedro Macaraeg, Rita Hockenbury, Kim 
Castellano, David Young, Philippe Laffitte-Smith, 
Shannon Stotlar, Edward Versprille, Nancy Ander-
son, Arthur Busher, Jim Dueppen, Dorothy Gessner, 
Ellen Delaney, Daniel Duggan

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Be a part of  the upcoming 40 Hours Eucharistic Adoration (Oct. 5-7) Stop by at church in 
between Masses from Oct. 5 (starting at 12:30 PM) thru Oct. 7 (till 4 PM) to visit Our Lord Jesus 
for Eucharistic Adoration.

• Oberammergau/Divine Mercy European Pilgrimage in 2020 -- There is a Passion Play that’s 
held in a German town of Oberammergau once every ten years for nearly 400 years that pilgrims 
have been attending. Our parish trip is set for August 11-22, 2020.  Included in this 11-day package 
is a visit to the Divine Mercy Shrine in Krakow, Black Madonna in Czestochowa, Prague, Salzburg, 
Vienna and Munich. Nawas International customized our Oberammergau/Eastern Europe trip and 
offered us the early-bird discount rate of $4699 per person (we depart from Dulles). So far 31 have 
signed up for the trip and if  you’re interested in joining us please return the bottom portion of the 
flyer to parish or contact me directly. To get the special rate I need your $200 deposit before the 
end of this month (September). I’ve seen comparable rates costing nearly $7k!

• Keep praying the rosary & report the number of times you’ve prayed!—We’re trying to reach 
our goal of 100,000 rosaries prayed since September 12, 2015 and we’re up to 98,097!  This year 
is Our Lady of Lourdes’ 160th anniversary of appearance to Saint Bernadette (1858-2018) and it is 
our hope to reach 100,000 before the end of 2018.  With the current 54-Day Rosary Novena, we 
are within reach of 100k by October 7, the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary! Great things have 
happened to our parish since our Rosary Campaign 2015 so let’s keep it going!  Send your rosary 
numbers prayed to this email: rosarychallenge@yahoo.com. Our parishioner, Meghan Christian, 
generously volunteered to do the tabulating. I send my number every week but you can do it bi-
weekly or even monthly if you wish.

• Looking for Ushers for the “New Ushering Ministry”—Pat Orender is heading the new 
ushering ministry and we’re looking for new ushers to serve the parish community to help the 
worshipers who come to Mass. This will be a great opportunity to volunteer in the parish. We 
need more adult volunteers but we also welcome Junior Ushers (young kids) to serve with the adults. 
Contact Pat to sign up:  theorenders@gmail.com 

• Donate to our new Ambo (Pulpit) I’m inviting you to donate any amount for the new Ambo 
(Pulpit) and be a part of the “Book of  Life Circle.”  Donations of $1k or more will give you the 
option to add a dedication to our future Memorial Wall to be displayed in the narthex. We need 
$35k for this important part of the sanctuary where we hear the Word of God is proclaimed.  As 
of May 14, 2018, we have received $22,000.  (See the July 30, 2017 Shepherd’s Notes to read more 
about the Ambo.)

• Pipe Organ” donation—Please help us pay for the church organ that will be installed in April.  
To date we have received $48,810.  We now owe just $68,890 for this incredible organ!  [See Shep-
herd’s Notes column (2/26/2017 issue) for organ details.]

• Write your dedication on a brick…on church property!—You now have an opportunity 
to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property: in front of the 
new parish center. Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage. Go to our website: www.
saintfrancisparish.org.

• Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up—You can now schedule to sign up for hosting the 
Pilgrim Virgin in your home.  Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at dianewaller@msn.com.  Go 
to saintfrancisparish.org/hosting-the-pilgrim-virgin/ and pick a date. Then just sign up and pick 
up the statue in the chapel after the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday 
afternoon for the next person to host our Blessed Mother.  Great blessings will come along your way 
when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home.  She will not be outdone in generosity!  

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 

by email countryparishpriest@gmail.com, by “snail mail” or in person

Got ‘em!
•  Thank you for your generous SHARE SUNDAY donations. We received 1,238 lbs. of food for 
the poor in September!

• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a minimum of one 
rosary a week.  As of this writing we have reached the 98% mark (98,097) total reported) of our 
goal (100,000) of the rosaries that have been reportedly prayed at our website since September 12, 
2015.  Keep it up, faithful children of Mary. We’ve been getting ny nice blessings lately as a parish 
and we can only expect more!

BULLETIN ADVERTISERS
We are very fortunate to have the support of  
our advertisers to offset the cost of printing our 
bulletin. Please thank them when you can, and 
give them the support of your business. Also, 
mention you saw their ad in the St. Francis de 
Sales bulletin. For information on advertising 
in our bulletin, please contact J.S. Paluch at 800-
524-0263

Annual Blessing Of The Animals  
Thursday, October 4 at 6pm on the steps 
leading up to the church. October 4 is the 
Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. In honor of 
St. Francis’s Feast Day, we invite all Pets and 
their Humans to come and be blessed by Fa-
ther Escalante. Each year we have a variety of 
pets. Come and join us. Bring your animals, 
great and small!





THE REFINER’S FIRE 
Being Purified  With -- 
and For -- 

the Church

The 20th Annual Men’s Day of Recollection 

in Honor of Christ the King 

sponsored by the Women’s Apostolate to Youth 
for the sake of Christ’s little ones

DIRECTOR Rev. Paul D. Scalia 

DATE  Saturday, October 27 

TIME   9:15 AM--1:15 PM 

LOCATION St. John the Beloved Catholic Church (beginning in Parish  
   Hall (located in the School) 6420 Linway Terrace, McLean 

COST  $40 (includes lunch and materials); Student rate $25; 
   pay at the door $45.  
    
QUESTIONS? Contact Robin Maas at robinmaas@verizon.net 

TO REGISTER    Go to www.waywomen.com  
   or send a check, payable to WAY to 
   Jennifer Lawler, 5464 Mersea Ct., Burke, VA 22015.   



-\\

RALLY – All high schoolers are invited to a day of awesome 
talks, entertainment, Adoration, Mass with the Bishop, inflat-
able games, and so much more!!! The diocesan RALLY is 
on October 21st from 10:30am – 9pm and is $25 per person. 
Sign up with Emily by Friday, October 12th.

FALL RETREAT – All high schoolers are invited to step away 
from the craziness of life to join us for a weekend in the Blu-
eridge Mountains. Come grow closer to Jesus while hanging 
out with friends, playing games and sports, hiking, and having 
the best weekend ever! The Fall Retreat is November 2-4 and 
is $45 per person. Sign up with Emily by Mon., October 29th. 

BELLA NOTTE – The 4th Annual Bella Notte is coming up on 
October 27th. In the past, teen volunteers have been crucial 
to the success of this wonderful event. If you would like to 
volunteer to help out that night at Bella Notte with serving, 
clean-up, or even photography, please contact Emily as soon 
as possible.

HOMELESS SHELTER – We will cook for the homeless shel-
ter on Monday, 10/8 from 4:30-6pm in the Education Center 
kitchen. We will serve the food on Tuesday, 10/9 from 4:45-
7m. Meet at St. Francis de Sales.

5PM MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm, join us in the front 4 left 
rows to celebrate Mass together. All high school students are 
welcome! 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for fellow-
ship, food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high schoolers are wel-
come! Come to grow in friendship with Christ and one another. 

BIBLE STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS – Join us at 
Market St. Coffee on Wednesdays from 5-6pm for Bible study. 

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you would like to 
receive text message announcements about time changes, 
event cancellations, etc., you can go to this link: remind.com/
join/eglass16 and enter your information to be added to the 
recipient list! Also, follow the Youth Ministry Instagram account 
St.FrancisYouth for event updates and announcements.

Emily Glass Director of 
Youth Ministry 

540-338-6381 or e.glass
@saintfrancisparish.org

This is part of ongoing catechesis about the Extraordinary Form of the Mass, 
which is often times called the Traditional Latin Mass. Excerpt takes from 
EXPLANATION OF THE PRAYERS AND CEREMONIES OF HOLY 
MASS by Dom Gueranger. (http://www.liturgialatina.org/benedictine/holymass.
htm#pref)

The Ministers answer the Priest by wishing him the grace of God's mercy; 
they express their wish under the form of prayer, during which he, the Priest, 
remains bowed down, and answers: Amen. But, the Ministers themselves 
stand in need of God's pardon; and, therefore, they repeat the same formula 
as the Priest, for the confession of their sins. As soon as the Ministers have 
finished the Confession formula, the Priest says the same prayer for them, as 
they had previously made for him; and they, also, respond to it by an Amen. 
A sort of blessing then follows: Indulgentiam, etc., whereby the Priest asks, 
both for himself and his brethren, pardon and forgiveness of their sins; he 
makes the sign of the Cross, and uses the word nobis and not vobis, for he 
puts himself on an equality with his Ministers, and takes his share in the 
prayer that is said for all.

The Confession having been made, the Priest again bows down, but not 
so profoundly as he did during the Confiteor.  He says: Deus, tu conversus 
vivificabis nos: Thou, O God, with one look, wilt give us life; to which the 
Ministers answer: Et plebs tua laetabitur in te: And thy people will rejoice in 
thee.  Then, - Ostende nobis, Domine, misericordiam tuam: Show unto us thy 
mercy, O Lord; Et salutare tuum da nobis: And grant us the Savior whom 
thou hast prepared for us. The practice of reciting these Versicles is very an-
cient.  The last gives us the words of David, who, in his 84th Psalm, is pray-
ing for the coming of the Messiah.  In the Mass, before the Consecration, 
we await the coming of our Lord, as they, who lived before the Incarnation, 
awaited the promised Messiah.  By that word Mercy, which is here used by 
the Prophet, we are not to understand the Goodness of God; but, we ask 
of God, that He will vouchsafe to send us Him, who in His Mercy and His 
Salvation, that is to say, the Savior, by whom Salvation is to come upon us.  
These few words of the Psalm take us back in spirit, to the Season of Advent, 
when we are unceasingly asking for him who is to come.

8th Grade Confirmation Parent Meeting
Tuesday, October 2, 7pm, Room 113

or
Thursday, October 11, 7pm, Room 113

1st Reconciliation Parent Meeting
Thursday, October 4, 7pm, Room 113

or
Tuesday, October 9, 7pm Room 113

These are mandatory meetings, one parent needs to attend

BELLA NOTTE III  “An Evening of Gold”
A Sign-Up Genius was sent to the RE families this week, 
please be sure to sign up to bring an item for your class 
basket. Thank you to those who have already signed up!!!

Religious Education Calendar
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 30 
Sunday  Grades 1st-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:30am
Monday  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
Wednesday Pre-School, Grades 1st-8th - 4:45pm

WEEK OF OCTOBER 7
Sunday  NO CLASSES
Monday  NO CLASSES
Wednesday Pre-School, Grades 1st-8th - 4:30pm



St. Francis Council 11136 news
Next Council Meeting:  Our next council 
business meeting will be on Monday, 
October 8, at 7:30 pm. We will pray our 
Rosary in the chapel beginning at 7pm. Any 
parishioner is welcomed to join our Rosary!

Our Share Sunday Results from September:  On Saturday 
evening, September 8 and Sunday, September 9, the Knights 
collected 1,238 pounds of food which was delivered to Catho-
lic Charities in Leesburg.  Thank you to all the parishioners 
who participated and brought the bags of food during the 
rainy weekend.

Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast is Back:  Sunday, 
October 7, the Knights of Columbus will resume their first 
Sunday of the Month Pancake Breakfast. The breakfast will 
begin after the 7am mass and run through the end of the 
10:30am mass. As before, the Knights accept free-will dona-
tions.

Why Are You A Knight?:  Be more than a Knight in name 
only.  We help in the parish, the community and the world.  
Contact GK Tracy Beglau and tell me what would it take for 
you to come help your church and community.  Be active 
again.

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Help-
ing Others in Your Parish and Community?:  Find out how 
you can be a part of the largest Catholic men’s organization in 
the world.  With nearly 2 million members and growing, dis-
cover how the Knights can support you, your family, your faith 
and your community.  Contact GK Tracy Beglau or Chancel-
lor Scott Grimard (Grimster845@gmail.com), or look for any 
man wearing a Knights of Columbus name badge.  The needs 
are many, but the laborers are few.

May God bless you!
Tracy Beglau, Grand Knight
St. Francis Council #11136

knightsofcolumbusfrancis11136@gmail.com

RETREAT FOR PERSONS FACING A SERIOUS ILLNESS
A Retreat for Persons Facing a Serious Illness will be held at the San Damiano 
Spiritual Life Center in White Post, Virgina  October 5-7. The retreat focuses on 
the Love of God and the peace and joy the Truth of His Love brings. The retreat 
begins Friday at 1:30pm and ends on Sunday at 2:30pm. Fr. Bob Cilinski and Fr. 
Jack O’hara will serve as Spiritual Directors along with a retreat team of doctors, 
nurses and helpers.  The retreat is a ministry of Catholic Charities. The cost of the 
retreat is free for all retreatants.  If you are facing a serious illness please consider 
attending! To register for the retreat and for more information, call Catholic Chari-
ties at 703 841-3830  or email  retreat@ccda.net

The 26th International Week of Prayer and Fasting  
coalition in collaboration with the Marians Fathers, Legion of Mary and Priests for 
Life,  are asking for individuals, families, prayer groups and parishes to unite for nine 
days (Sept 29 – Oct 7, 2018) of prayer and fasting for the following goals:  Conver-
sion of all Peoples and Nations, to Build a Culture of Life, to Defend the Sanctity of  
Marriage and Family Life, to Pray for Peace and to Implore God’s Mercy.  Parishes 
are encouraged to host holy hours, recitation of the Rosary, Masses and some kind of  
sacrifice or penance during these nine days. 
For the opening day, on Saturday, September 29th, please join us at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. from 9 am – 
4:30 pm for the International Day of Prayer.  Registration is FREE, but please register 
online at www.iwopf.org to receive a free prayer card at the Basilica event. 
The Celebrant and Homilist for the noon mass is Bishop Roy Edward Campbell, Jr., 
Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C.  
Speakers to date include Father Francis J. Peffley, parochial vicar at St. Mary of Sor-
rows in Fairfax, Virginia and Colleen Willard, a prolific speaker on life and healing and 
Ted Flynn author, speaker, and film producer on Catholic issues. We are waiting to 
confirm other speakers.
For more information visit www.iwopf.org or call 888-478-PRAY (7729).

THE ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CHILDREN’S CHOIR
 will be rehearsing on Tuesdays. The Beginner’s Choir (Gr. 2-4) rehearses from 3:15 – 
4pm.  The Advanced Choir (Gr. 5-8) rehearses from 4 – 5:15 pm.  Please see website 
https://saintfrancisparish.org/music/ for the complete schedule of Masses and Rehears-
als for the Fall.
In order to register, your children will need to attend an assessment on Tuesday, Sept 
25.  I’m available for assessments most of the day.  Please sign up for an assessment 
time at this signup genius, found on https://saintfrancisparish.org/music/ 
If you have trouble send me an email with your desired time and I can sign you up.  
Please forward this email to others you know who may be interested!
Thank you!
Michael Galdo, Music Director

Diocesan Resource Page on Recent Events Available
The Catholic Diocese of Arlington website includes a resource page 
where parishioners can access information regarding the recent 
events affecting the Church. Read the policies on child protection 
and responses to the crisis from Bishop Burbidge and the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops at www.arlingtondiocese.org/
childprotection  

Volunteer Opportunities - Discipleship Hours
Wheatland Farm in Purcellville is in need of volunteers to help in our therapeutic 
horseback riding program. Our programs are designed to support children and 
adults with disabilities and are heavily dependent on volunteers! Please join us at 
our next volunteer training on Monday, October 1st, 6:30pm in the Wheatland 
Farm Coffee Shop. For more information and to sign up visit: 
www.wheatlandfarm.org/volunteer.  Email any questions to 
wheatlandfarmsecretary@gmail.com.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - SEPTEMBER 2018

Universal – Young People in Africa 
That young people in Africa may have access to education 
and work in their own countries.



Join us on the 2nd Saturday of each month as 
we serve breakfast and lunch to homeless guests 
alongside the Missionaries of Charity in their 
DC soup kitchen. Our next visit will be on  
Saturday, October 13, from 8:30 to 11:15am.  
Volunteer to serve and/or prepare food – this is 
a rewarding opportunity!  Contact Meghan Christian (e-mail below) 
for details.

We have an additional volunteer opportunity on Saturday, October 
13 -- join the Archdiocese of Washington’s Catholic Charities at the 
Cup of Joe Breakfast Bagging event in Landover, MD, assembling 
breakfast bags for the homeless from 9 to 11:30am. Without these 
bags, homeless guests at area shelters would have no morning meal.  
Enjoy working the fast-paced assembly line for a great cause!  Register 
at  www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/cup-joe-breakfast-
bagging/all/

If you would like infor about the Homeless Ministry to be e-mailed 
directly to you, send a note to MeghanChristian1212@yahoo.com 

“[I]f you deprive yourself for the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
afflicted, your light will rise in the darkness, and your darkest hour 

will be like noon.” - Isaiah 58:10

Parish Homeless Ministry

Fundraiser Gala: Dinner, Dancing and Raffle
Join us from 6pm to 12midnight for our 4th annual fundraising gala! 
Tickets are on sale now, after Mass or on-line. Please visit our website 
https://saintfrancisparish.org/bella-notte/ to purchase your tickets for the 
upcoming gala! 17 cash prizes = $10,000; $5,000 Grand Prize! Only 500 
tickets for the drawdown raffle will be sold. We need donations of quality 
items for the silent/live auctions. All donations are tax deductible. Please 
visit the website for suggestions. Contact Lynne Borneman for inquiries 
bornel@aol.com 

Le Masquerade!

Join us for Leesburg Life Chain on Saturday, October 7th
Stand with thousands of Pro-Life individuals through the USA and 
Canada in honor of millions of babies whose lives have been lost to 
abortion.  Pray for people in crisis situations and for our nation. Our area 
event will be on Saturday, October 7th from 2:00 to 3:30 PM.  We will 
meet on King Street in Leesburg, VA at the corner of Oakcrest Manor 
Drive NE – adjacent to St. John the Apostle Catholic Church. There is 
parking at the church.
**Signs will be available** Invite your family and friends!!**
If you would like more information on this event, please email or contact 
Kelly Wakefield at Kewake@yahoo.com or 703-975-0070

COUNSELING OFFERED AT SFDS
Jennifer Barry, LCSW from Catholic Charities’ Family Services will 
begin taking appointments offering Individual, Family or Couples Coun-
seling on Wednesdays at St. Francis de Sales. Jennifer is a licensed clinical 
social worker who received her Master of Social Work (MSW) from the 
Catholic University of America. If you would like to schedule an appoint-
ment with her, please contact Family Services at 703-425-0109.

Celebrating A Silver or Golden Wedding 
Anniversary This Year?
The annual Marriage Jubilee Mass in the Diocese is a chance for jubilar-
ian anniversary couples (those celebrating 25 and 50 wedding anniversa-
ries) to meet our Bishop and receive a blessing from him.  The next one 
is scheduled for  Sunday, October 14. This year the Mass will be at the 
Cathedral of St. Thomas More. Check your bulletins for information 
closer to the date. If you are unable to attend or your spouse has recently 
passed away you may receive a certificate and program by registering 
through the parish. 

YOU CAN STILL JOIN TMIY!
That Man is You! started the week of Sept. 22, but you can still be a part 
of it. Two tracks are available:  Wednesday evenings (7pm) and Saturday 
mornings (7am). Regardless of where you are on your faith journey, 
come join this popular fellowship of men gathering to learn all about 
authentic Catholic male spirituality. Registration at the door. For more 
information, email SFDSTMIY@gmail.com.

Project Rachel Post 
Abortion Healing Ministry: 888-456-HOPE or 

visit: www.helpafterabortion.org.

Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance Ministry: 
866-444-3553 or

Post-Abortion Healing Retreat for Women
An Entering Canaan Day of Prayer & Healing for women who have expe-
rienced abortion will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2018. Come begin 
your healing journey and experience God's hope and mercy. You are not 
alone. There is hope. There is healing. For more information and confiden-
tial registration, please contact Project Rachel Ministry at 888-456-HOPE 
(4673) or info@helpafterabortion.org. 


