






 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen 
Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick 
Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, 
Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Cpl Zachary Gingras, LTJG 
Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. Jamie 
(Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT Jared Willard, 
Joe Pultro, COL Greg Cannata, 
LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Rachel Jovene, GySgt Jose O 
Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge A Lara Pedroza, LT Ross 
Mentzer, 2nd LT Ryan Patrick Grady; PFC Stephen G. 
Beard, Sgt. Ernesto G. Castro
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack Lehtonen,Mary 
Jane Arens, Zach Miller, Phyllis Heller, Madeline Gon-
zalez, Joyce Sparbanie, Mike O’Brien
The Deceased:  Lisa Dugan, Richard Ralph, Jon Hink,. 
Lewis Daniel Miller, Rudy Bartoldus, Mona Bakke, 
Sophie and Pedro Macaraeg, Rita Hockenbury, Kim 
Castellano, David Young

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *
• Come to Holy Week activities—Start w/Eucharistic Adoration on Monday night 
(March 26) at 7:30pm that includes meditation hymns sung by International Irish Singer 
& parishioner, Mark Forrest.

• Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion needed—If you feel called to help 
administer Holy Communion at Mass and/or to the homebound, please contact me 
directly to apply.  Requirements for EMOHC candidates:  at least 21 years old; fully-initiated 
in the sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist); weekly Mass attendance; receives sacrament of  
Penance regularly; if  married, in a union recognized by the Catholic Church; a registered parishioner; 
100% in support of  Catholic doctrine (ministers required to sign/proclaim oath of  fidelity to the Catholic 
Church); if  involved in public service/office, positions taken must not be in opposition to Catholic teaching 
(e.g., support for pro-choice/abortion, same sex marriage, euthanasia, etc., disqualifies a candidate); has 
love for the Eucharist; charitable and modest in speech, appearance, and temperament. 

• PEIR rep needed to represent our parish—Parish Ecumenical & Interreligious 
Representative rep is someone who is interested in taking part in informing the parish 
regarding the ecumenical & interfaith activities sponsored by the diocese. Rep goes to 
diocesan events and meets people from other faiths and report back to the parish.  One 
must be an active practicing Catholic in the parish to act as a rep. If  interested, contact 
me directly.

• Donate to our new Ambo (Pulpit)—I’m inviting you to donate any amount for the 
new Ambo (Pulpit) and be a part of the “Book of  Life Circle.” Donations of $1k or 
more will give you the option to add a dedication to our future Memorial Wall to be dis-
played in the narthex.  We need $35k for this important part of the sanctuary where we 
hear the Word of God is proclaimed. As of February 6, 2018, we have received $14,800. 
(See the July 30, 2017 Shepherd’s Notes to read more about the Ambo.)

• Pipe Organ” donation—Please help us pay for the church organ that was installed 
in April. To date we have received $45,310.  We now owe just $72,390 for this incredible 
organ!  [See Shepherd’s Notes column (2/26/2017 issue) for organ details.]

• Write your dedication on a brick…on church property!—You now have an op-
portunity to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property:  
in front of the new parish center.  Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage.  See 
enclosed flyer for details or go to our website: www.saintfrancisparish.org.

• Parish Rosary Challenge continues  If  you missed September 2015’s pledge drive, 
you can still sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the 
Rosary at least once a week.  Go to our website www.saintfrancisparish.org and click on 
Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.

• Look up our parish on Facebook—Search for:  St. Francis de Sales, Purcellville…and 
“like” us.

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 

by email countryparishpriest@gmail.com, by “snail mail” or in person

Got ‘em!

•   Plenty of Fish Fry volunteers of all ages!  Thank you all for giving Joe Schray a helping 
hand.  It has been a very successful fish fry season & thank you very much for your 
support.
•   Received $50k for the Holy Altar Circle & $60k donations for the Ark of  the Covenant 
Tabernacle (just this past week!) to close out these donations for the sanctuary. Thank you 
very much for your amazing generosity!  We are now working on getting donors for The 
Book of  Life Circle (Ambo/Pulpit).
• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a mini-
mum of one rosary a week.  As of this writing we have reached the 70% mark (70,074 
total reported) of our goal (100,000) of the rosaries that have been reportedly prayed at 
our website since September 12, 2015.  Keep it up, faithful children of Mary. We’ve been 
getting many nice blessings lately as a parish and we can only expect more!

Our thoughts and prayers are with  ...
The Names of  The Deceased will be remain until the 
first anniversary of  their death. Thereafter the deceased 
will be remembered on the first Sunday of  the monthly 
anniversary of  their death in a special column.
Names of  The Sick  and Our Military Members are 
included by request of  the individual or family. If  you 
would like to publish the name of  a loved one who is 
sick, please contact Janice Rees at 
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org. Please let us know if  there 
any changes to military rank, or if  you would like name 
taken off  Names of  the Sick.

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, March 24
  5pm:  Fr. Mullaney
Sunday, March 25
   7am:  Fr. Mullaney
   8:30am: Fr. Mullaney
   10:30am: Fr. Escalante     
   12:15pm: Fr.. Escalante     
   5pm:  Fr.. Escalante

Saturday, March 17
  5pm:  Fr. Escalante
Sunday, March 18
  7am:  Fr. Escalante
  8:30am: Fr. Escalante
  10:30am: Fr. Mullaney
  12:15pm: Fr. Mullaney
  5pm: Fr. Mullaney

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - MARCH  2018

Formation in Spiritual Discernment
That the Church may appreciate the urgency of  
formation in spiritual discernment, both on the 
personal and communitarian levels.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
MAC-PAC (Middle Schoolers Acting in Christ – 
Prayer, Action, Charity) is for 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders. The goal is to inspire, to grow our love 
for God and neighbor, and to provide fellowship 
for the Middle School youth of St. Francis De 

Sales. There will be no MAC-PAC in April. The next MACPAC 
will be Sunday, May 6. 

Emily Glass Director of 
Youth Ministry 

540-338-6381 or e.glass@
saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar

Please remember to settle your Religious Education 
Tuition balance this month if you have not yet done so.  
$55 fee for Confirmation is due by March 1 and  $30 fee for 
First Holy Communion fees is due by April 1. Call the RE 
office if you have any questions regarding your balance. 
Notices will be sent home.

WEEK OF MARCH 18
Sun. Gr. 1st-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
 Gr. K-8th Session 2 - 10:30am
Mon. Gr. K-8th  - 4:45pm 
 RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wed. Pre-School, Gr. 1st-8th  - 4:45pm

WEEK OF MARCH 25 and APRIL 1
No Classes This Week

We do our very best to ensure delivery of emails regarding 
registration, upcoming meetings, important Sacrament info, etc. 
Email filters will often block these messages due to the large 
volume of emails we send out, or perhaps we have an outdated 
email address. Please check your email, especially if you have 
a child preparing for a Sacrament. If you are not getting email 
notifications you need to let us know.

CONFIRMATION REMINDERS

Sponsor Eligibility forms were due March 1.
• If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint 
Francis de Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, you 
will need to fill out the Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to the Parish 
Office and present it to Father Escalante, and sign it in his pres-
ence. You can email him at countryparishpriest@gmail.com to 
make arrangements to meet.
• All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, present 
it to their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.

Candidate’s letter to the Bishop will be mailed out to the 
Bishop’s office on April 2 at the latest, please get your letter to the 
RE office by then. Bishop Burbidge reads them all!!!

$55 Sacrament Fee due now please!

Discipleship Hours are due April 1. Please contact Janice if 
you need ideas to finish up your requirement.

Mandatory Spring Parent Meeting
Tuesday, April 3, 7pm or Thursday, April 5, 7pm

Interviews are being scheduled now on Sign-Up Genius. If you 
did not see the email, please go to the website
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945a4a82fa0fe3-confirmation2

5PM MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. join us in the front 4 left 
rows to celebrate Mass together. All high school students are 
welcome! 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for fellowship, 
food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high schoolers are welcome!  
Come to grow in friendship with Christ and one another.

BIBLE STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS – Join us at Market 
St. Coffee on Wednesdays from 5-6 PM for Bible study. 

GUYS BIBLE STUDY – Mr. Michael Galdo will be leading a Lenten 
Bible Study for high school guys starting Thursday, February 15 
at 7:30 AM in the Education Center.

ROSARY GROUP – On Tuesday mornings, we will meet as a youth 
group in the chapel at 8am to pray the Rosary together before 
school. Awesome way to start your week! Come pray with friends 
for the graces to help you through the school week. We will have 
extra rosaries, as well as pamphlets on how to pray the Rosary. 
All high schoolers welcome! We do not meet on Tuesdays when 
Loudoun County is off school.

MANDATORY TEEN WORKCAMP MEETING – Our next 
Workcamp 2018 meeting will be on Sunday, March 18 after the 
5pm Mass in the old Parish Hall. Workcamp meetings are manda-
tory for all teens who would like to come to Workcamp; lots of 
important information and details are discussed! 

SPRING RETREAT – Save the date for the Spring Retreat! April 
13-15 at Brethren Woods in Keezletown, VA. All high schoolers are 
welcome! Sign up with Emily by April 10 to guarantee a spot. $45 
per person covers materials, lodging, and all meals. Come spend a 
weekend in the mountains with friends and Jesus!

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you would like to 
receive text message announcements about time changes, event 
cancellations, etc., you can go to this link: remind.com/join/
eglass16 and enter your information to be added to the re-
cipient list! Also, follow the Youth Ministry Instagram account 
St.FrancisYouth for event updates and announcements.



Next Business Meeting - April 9, Church Hall at 7:30.  Rosary in 
the chapel at 7:05.  Business meeting will last ten minutes, followed by 
Admission Celebration.

Next Pancake Breakfast - April 8

Next Admission Celebration - April 9

Why Are You A Knight? - Be more than a Knight in name only.  We help in the par-
ish, community, and world.  Contact GK Ben Cox, and tell me what would it take for 
you to come help your church and community.  Be active again.

Submit Your Prayer Requests - I want to send a weekly email digest of prayer 
requests to share to our families.  Send all requests to grandknight11136@gmail.com. 

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Helping Others in Your 
Parish and Community?  If  so, contact Chancellor Forest Selby (forestselby@gmail.
com), DGK Greg Cannata (armybrat.cannata@gmail), or just look for anyone wear-
ing a KofC badge.  The needs are many, but the laborers are few.

Have a great, big beautiful week! 

****
Ben Cox, Grand Knight;  St. Francis Council #11136

grandknight11136@gmail.com

St. Francis Council 11136 news

BLOOD DRIVE  
TODAY  7am – 12 noon

Purcellville Fire and Safety Center, 500 N. 
Maple Avenue

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus of St. 
Francis de Sales Catholic Church and Inova 

Blood Services

Walk-ins welcome

Pre-orders are taken by phone or email for 
Carry-Out only. Eat-In orders are taken at the door. 

www.saintfrancisparish.org/fish-fry/ or 
phone in at 540-338-6381 by 3:30pm on Friday

 CHECKS ACCEPTED (make check out to 
St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church)

All proceeds benefit the building fund. 

              Friday Nite  Lenten Fish Fry 
      4:30-7:30pm

An Entering Canaan Day of Prayer & Healing 
for women who have experienced abortion will be held on Saturday, March 24. Come begin 
your healing journey and experience God’s hope and mercy. You are not alone. There is hope. 
For more info and confidential registration, please contact Project Rachel Ministry: 888-456-
HOPE (4673) or info@helpafterabortion.org.

Light the World! is a Summer Institute that takes 
place at The Catholic University of America. Rising Ju-
niors and Seniors are invited to join us either June 24-July 
30 or July 8-14 as we explore how our faith is lived within 
the fields and careers of Art, Science, Sport, Business, and 
Politics. Visit lighttheworldcua.org for more information 
and application materials.DIRECTOR OF MUSIC POSITION

St. Bridget of Ireland, in Berryville seeks a part-time Director of Music, starting April 2nd. He/
she would be responsible for overseeing the music program for the two weekend Masses, Holy 
Days, and other special liturgies as directed by the pastor. Weddings and funerals would not be 
a primary duty at this time, but some involvement is possible. He/she would be directly respon-
sible for planning music selections, preparing, directing, as well as working with the accompanist 
for a 4-part adult choir for the 9am Mass, as well as scheduling and preparing cantors for the 
5:30pm Mass each Saturday. 
At minimum, applicants for the job should be pursuing a Bachelor's degree in music or have 
equivalent experience, and experience in choral conducting. Skills in Organ or Piano are not 
required but are a plus. They should also understand Catholic liturgy and the current music rep-
ertoire suitable for liturgy as well as have great interpersonal skills.  Resumes may be forwarded 
to:                                               Very Reverend Stanley J. Krempa 

St. Bridget of Ireland Catholic Church 
       1024 W. Main Street Berryville, VA 22611 

Compassionate Heart of Mary
Saturday, March 24, 10am in the Parish Hall

If you are grieving a spouse, family member, or friend, 
whether recently or some time ago, or you know someone 

who is grieving, please join us.
    

For more information, call Bev at 540-882-9707 
or Laura at  703-727-7117. 

A Montessori (ages 3-5) and Classical (grades 1-8) School 
rooted in the Catholic tradition.
Please join us on Sunday. March 18 from 6:30-7:30pm at 
our school to meet our teachers and learn more about our  
middle school program.
Middle School Program Highlights
• Latin
• Logic
• Computer Science
• Great Books
• Sacred, Folk and Classical Music
• Ancient & Modern Histsory
Good Shepherd School
37018 Glendale Street
Purcellville, VA  20134



Parish Homeless Ministry

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
One confirmation will be held at the Cathedral of Saint Thomas More on 
Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 p.m., and the other will be held at Saint Andrew the 
Apostle on Sunday, June 10 at 2:30 p.m. There will be receptions for both of  
these events, as we have for the Rite of Elections. Contact James Blankenship at 
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org if  you would like to learn more.

Thank you to our members who 
volunteered at the Archdiocese 
of Washington’s Cup of Joe 
Breakfast Bagging event for the 
homeless on March 17! The 
assembled breakfast bags will be 
handed out to area shelter guests before they depart in the 
mornings; without these bags, guests would have no morn-
ing meal. Thank you for your kind and charitable work!

Have you started spring cleaning? The Christ House thrift 
shop in Alexandria accepts donations of clothes, accessories, 
handbags, shoes, collectibles, art, jewelry, household items, 
antiques, and small pieces of furniture. Not only are dona-
tions tax deductible, but 100% of the thrift shop’s proceeds 
support Catholic Charities’ emergency assistance program 
in our diocese.  This program helps families with emergency 
rent and utility bills, preventing eviction and homelessness.
 
Upcoming Events:
• On Monday and Tuesday, March 26 and 27, there are 
volunteer opportunities with the Diocese of Arlington’s 
Catholic Charities to load donated items onto the Mobile 
Response Center Vehicle and deliver donations to those in 
need. Volunteers will be able to provide direct assistance 
to those living in the very remote and poorest areas of our 
diocese. Contact Meghan Christian (e-mail below) for more 
details.
• On Saturday, April 14, from 8:30 to 11:15am, we will be 
serving breakfast and lunch to the homeless alongside the 
Missionaries of Charity in their DC soup kitchen. Our group 
will also be providing the meals. Contact Meghan to sign up 
for serving meals, donating food, and/or preparing dishes 
for the homeless guests.

If  you would like information about the Homeless Ministry 
to be e-mailed directly to you, send a note to MeghanChris-
tian1212@yahoo.com 

“The hunger for love is much 
more difficult to remove than 
the hunger for bread.”
- Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Ministry: 
888-456-HOPE or visit: 

www.helpafterabortion.org.

Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance Ministry: 
866-444-3553 or

 info@helpfor pregnantwomen.org

SAT PREP CLASSES NOW FORMING AT ST. FRANCIS
Hunt Test Preparation will offer their SAT Prep Course beginning Sunday, April 
8 from 1-5. Class dates are: April 8, 15, 22 & 29 from 1-4 and Monday April 
30 from 5-8. Hunt has prepared Virginia students for the SAT since 1976. The 
Hunt Course is Virginia’s oldest independently operated preparation program for 
the SAT. St. Francis students will receive a tuition discount on a first-come first- 
served basis. Please call 703-425-7656 for registration information. Seating will be 
limited. Early registration is strongly suggested.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Monday - Friday, July 9-13, 9am-12noon

SIGN UP FOR VOLUNTEERS HAS BEGUN!
We have many opportunities for adults & youth volunteers

Please visit our VBS website for all of our 
opportunities and Volunteer Sign-Up Form

www.saintfrancisparish.org/vacation-bible-school/

Registration for VBS will begin in May

Therapeutic Horseback Riding
Wheatland Farm in Purcellville offers healing and hope to special needs children 
and adults in a Christ-centered environment.  If  you are interested in therapeutic 
horseback riding lessons, borrowing or donating adaptive equipment at our lend-
ing closet, or volunteering in any of our programs, please contact us at 
wheatlandfarmsecretary@gmail.com, or visit us at www.wheatlandfarm.org.

Post-Abortion Healing Retreat for Women 
An Entering Canaan Day of Prayer & Healing for women who have experienced 
abortion will be held on Saturday, March 24. Come begin your healing journey and 
experience God's hope and mercy. You are not alone. There is hope. There is healing. 
For more information and confidential registration, please contact Project Rachel 
Ministry at 888-456-HOPE (4673) or info@helpafterabortion.org.   

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is seeking a Parish Secretary. This person will 
edit the weekly parish bulletin, maintain and update the parish database, record donor 
contributions, and keep updated records of Baptisms, First Communions and Con-
firmations. Additional responsibilities include answering phones and assisting parish-
ioners, producing year end contribution statements and assisting the priests with the 
daily running of the parish, the facilities, and the activity and life of the community. 
If  interested in applying for this position, please send a resume and cover letter to Lori 
Trout at 23331 Sam Fred Road, Middleburg, VA  20117, or email 
office@saint-stephen.org or fax it to (540) 687-5170.


