






 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 
2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. An-
drew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. 
Patrick Godfrey, Cpl Zachary Gingras, LTJG 
Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. Jamie 
(Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT Jared 
Willard, Joe Pultro, COL Greg Cannata, 
LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Rachel Jovene, GySgt Jose 
O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge A Lara Pedroza, LT 
Ross Mentzer, 2nd LT Ryan Patrick Grady
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack Lehtonen, 
Mary von Bergen, Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller, 
Phyllis Heller, Madeline Gonzalez, Joyce Spar-
banie, Kim Castellano
The Deceased:  Sharon Liddicoatt, Nina Ogden, 
Liam Doherty, Mary Garvis, Lisa Dugan, Richard 
Ralph, Jon Hink,. Lewis Daniel Miller, Rudy Bar-
toldus, Mona Bakke, Sophie and Pedro Macaraeg, 
Rita Hockenbury

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *
• New Fish Fry Volunteers needed—Our new Fish Fry volunteer manager, Joe Schray, 
could use adult help (and their kids too!) in the kitchen. If  you can help us, please email Joe at: 
joeschray@icloud.com.

• New Ministry for the Homeless-- “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35).  Would you like to work with others in 
our parish to offer comfort and hope to our homeless brothers and sisters?  Let’s work together 
to live the Gospel and show our love for God and neighbor!  For more information, contact 
Meghan Christian at MeghanChristian1212@yahoo.com.

• Donate to our new Ambo (Pulpit)—I’m inviting you to donate any amount for our new 
Ambo (Pulpit) and be a part of the “Book of  Life Circle.” Donations of $1k or more will get 
the option to add a dedication to our Memorial Wall. See the July 30, 2017 Shepherd’s Notes for 
more details.

• Ark of  the Covenant Benefactors [Received $56,484 out of  $60k needed]—This is your 
once in a lifetime chance to be a part of the “Donors of  the Lost Ark.”  For a mere $1k you can 
be one of only 60 donors to sponsor the new Ark of  the Covenant tabernacle and Altar of  Repose 
to house Jesus in the Eucharist in our church.  Contact the office or me directly to donate or go 
directly to the Parish Giving website under “Ark of the Covenant Benefactors.”  See May 5 & 
14, 2017 Shepherd’s Notes for more details.

• Pipe Organ” donation—Please help us pay for the church organ that was installed in April. 
To date we have received $45,310.  We now owe just $72,390 for this incredible organ!  [See 
Shepherd’s Notes column (2/26/2017 issue) for organ details.]

• Write your dedication on a brick…on church property!—You now have an opportunity 
to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property:  in front of the 
new parish center.  Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage.  See enclosed flyer for 
details or go to our website: www.saintfrancisparish.org.

•Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up You can now schedule to sign up for hosting the 
Pilgrim Virgin in your home.  Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at dianewaller@msn.com.  Go 
to our parish website and click under Pilgrim Virgin Statue and pick a date.  Then just sign up and 
pick up the statue in the Narthex , left of the glass doors, after the Sunday Mass you attend and 
return it no later than Saturday afternoon for the next person to host our Blessed Mother.  Great 
blessings will come along your way when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home.  
She will not be outdone in generosity!  [Note:  No need to wait 6 months to repeat reserving the Pilgrim 
Virgin anymore.]

• Parish Rosary Challenge continues  If  you missed September 2015’s pledge drive, you can 
still sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the Rosary at least 
once a week.  Go to our website www.saintfrancisparish.org and click on Rosary Campaign or 
just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 

by email countryparishpriest@gmail.com, by “snail mail” or in person

Got ‘em!
• We have a new Lenten Fish Fry Friday volunteer manager: Joe Schray!  He has been working with 
Joyce Sparbanie to transition the duties and if  you’re interested in volunteering please email him at:  
joeschray@icloud.com. Thank you, Joe, for taking on this important parish service!

• Received all 50 donors for the Holy Altar Circle!  Thank you very much for your amazing generos-
ity!  We only need two more $1k donors for the 60k needed for the tabernacle (Ark of the Covenant 
Benefactors) & many more for The Book of Life Circle (Ambo).

• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a minimum of one 
rosary a week.  As of this writing we have reached the 68% mark (68,046 total reported) of our goal 
(100,000) of the rosaries that have been reportedly prayed at our website since September 12, 2015.  
Keep it up, faithful children of Mary. We’ve been getting many nice blessings lately as a parish and we 
can only expect more!

Kimberly A. Castellano
d. January 28, 2018

May the souls of the faithful 
departed through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.

Robert Francis Krill, February 26, 2016
Gertrude Heelan - February 24, 2014

Mary Mulvihill - February 7, 2013
John Hohenstein - February 6, 2013
Michael Mallen - February 21, 2012

Angelina Orndorff  - February 28, 2012
Ines Carpenter - February 19, 2010

James Emmet Lanaghan – February 21, 2009
Jose Joaquin Vera Tudela – February 13, 2009

Janet Lorraine Law – February 7, 2009
Andrew Michael Wilson - February 6, 2009
Anthony Peter Giuggio – February 3, 2008

Carl Joseph Niederpruem – February 16, 2005
William Walter Wolf  – February 14, 2004

Charles Edward Lloyd – February 16, 2003
Jerome Joseph Butts – February 21, 2003

Thomas Michael Moran – February 24, 2003
Katharine Myer Tormey – February 1, 1999

Mary Margaret Rust – February 11, 1999
Elizabeth Ann Clapp - February 17, 1998
Betty MacCampbell – February 6, 1996

Hillary Anne Scannell – February 10, 1994
Lucy Bartoldus – February 17, 1994

Judith Ann Gunnells – February 10, 1993
Vera M. Kurtenbach – February 16, 1986

Ferrell Taylor Williams – February 18, 1986
Elizabeth Wise S. Case – February 20, 1980

Robert J. Carruthers – Feb. 13, 1978
Ruby G. Leffingwell – Feb. 1, 1970

Below are the names of  people along with 
the date of  death from our parish since the time St. 
Francis de Sales became a parish in 1967. Scripture 
tells us to pray for the living and the dead. Let us 

commend to the Lord’s mercy the following:



Emily Glass Director of 
Youth Ministry 

540-338-6381 or e.glass@
saintfrancisparish.org

5PM MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. join us in the front 4 left 
rows to celebrate Mass together. All high school students are 
welcome! 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for fellowship, 
food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high schoolers are welcome!  
Come to grow in friendship with Christ and one another.

NO YOUTH NIGHT – There will be no youth night on 2/4 (Super 
Bowl,) and no youth night on 2/11 (Mount2000.) See you at the 
Workcamp meeting on 2/18!

BIBLE STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS – Join us at Market 
St. Coffee on Wednesdays from 5-6 PM for Bible study. 

ROSARY GROUP – On Tuesday mornings, we will meet as a youth 
group in the chapel at 8am to pray the Rosary together before 
school. Awesome way to start your week! Come pray with friends 
for the graces to help you through the school week. We will have 
extra rosaries, as well as pamphlets on how to pray the Rosary. 
All high schoolers welcome! We do not meet on Tuesdays when 
Loudoun County is off school.

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY – After all Masses during the week-
end of February 3-4, we will be collecting donations to fund the 
meals that we prepare for the homeless shelter in Leesburg. Teen 
volunteers needed for just a few minutes after each Mass that 
weekend!

HOMELESS SHELTER – On Monday, 2/12, we will cook for the 
homeless shelter from 4:30-6pm in the Education Center kitchen. 
We will serve the food on Tuesday, 2/13, from 4:45-7pm.

TEEN WORKCAMP MEETING – Our next Workcamp 2018 
meeting will be on Sunday, February 18 in the old parish hall after 
the 5pm Mass. Workcamp meetings are mandatory for all teens 
who would like to come to Workcamp; lots of important informa-
tion and details are discussed! All non-refundable $150 deposits 
are due at this meeting.

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you would like to 
receive text message announcements about time changes, event 
cancellations, etc., you can go to this link: remind.com/join/
eglass16 and enter your information to be added to the re-
cipient list! Also, follow the Youth Ministry Instagram account 
St.FrancisYouth for event updates and announcements.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP – MAC-PAC (Middle School-
ers Acting in Christ – Prayer, Action, Charity) meets for a social 
activity on the 2nd Sunday of each month after the 5PM Mass. 
MAC-PAC is for 6th, 7th and 8th graders. The goal is to inspire, 
to grow our love for God and neighbor, and to provide fellowship 
for the Middle School youth of St. Francis De Sales. Watch this 
page for announcements of upcoming meetings.

Religious Education Calendar
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4
Sun. Gr. 1st-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
 Gr. K-8th Session 2 - 10:30am
Mon. Gr. K-8th  - 4:45pm 
 RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wed. Pre-School, Gr. 1st-8th  - 4:45pm

Inclement Weather Cancellations
Weekday: When Loudoun County schools are closed or have 
early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement 
weather, Youth and Adult Religious ed and classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on 
the website www.saintfrancisparish.org/, and emailed to families 
by 6:45am Sunday morning. 

CCD ADVENT SERVICE PROJECT
It’s not too late to turn in your baby bottles for Birthright!!

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11
Sun. Gr. 1st-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
 Gr. K-8th Session 2 - 10:30am
Mon. Gr. K-8th  - 4:45pm 
 RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wed. NO CLASS - ASH WEDNESDAY

Sunday, February 11 
after 5pm Mass

All Middle school kids are invited!
Our MAC PAC leaders, Danielle & 
Pat Orender, are looking forward to 

seeing you and enjoying fun 
MAC PAC activities.  

1ST RECONCILIATION
Time slots for 1st Reconciiliation being held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 13 and 20 were emailed to all parents with children receiving 
the Sacrament. If you did not get your email, please contact the 
RE office.

We do our very best to ensure delivery of emails regarding 
registration, upcoming meetings, important Sacrament info, etc. 
Email filters will often block these messages due to the large 
volume of emails we send out, or perhaps we have an outdated 
email address. Please check your email, especially if you have 
a child preparing for a Sacrament. If you are not getting email 
notifications you need to let us know.



Embracing Hope:  A Lenten Day of  Reflection for Women 
- February 24th - San Damiano Spiritual Life Center, White Post, 
VA - Visit www.futurewithhopewomen.com to register for this event.  
This is your opportunity to get away from the rush and noise . . . and 
encounter God in the quiet and your sisters in Christ.
 
The Arlington Diocese 2018 Women’s Conference:  From Dark-
ness Into Light - March 10th -  REGISTRATION STILL OPEN!  
Visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/women/ to register for this event.  
We’ll have a carpool going so let us know if  you’re attending.
 
Are you a woman that comes to our church? If  yes, then you are part
of the Women’s Council and we need your input and your help!! 
Feel free to e-mail us with questions or suggestions at
 womenscouncil.sfds@gmail.com

Next Business Meeting - February 12, Church 
Hall at 7:30.  Rosary in the chapel at 7:05.  Join us, 
shall you?  Meetings average an hour now, so that’s 
one less reason not to come.

Next Pancake Breakfast - February 4

Why Are You A Knight? - Be more than a Knight in name only.  
We help in the parish, community, and world.  Contact GK Ben Cox, 
and tell me what would it take for you to come help your church and 
community.  Be active again.

Submit Your Prayer Requests - I want to send a weekly email 
digest of prayer requests to share to our families.  Send all requests to 
grandknight11136@gmail.com. 

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Helping 
Others in Your Parish and Community?  If  so, contact Chan-
cellor Forest Selby (forestselby@gmail.com), DGK Greg Cannata 
(armybrat.cannata@gmail), or just look for anyone wearing a KofC 
badge.  The needs are many, but the laborers are few.

Have a great, big beautiful week! 

****
Ben Cox, Grand Knight;  St. Francis Council #11136

grandknight11136@gmail.com

St. Francis 
Council 11136 news

SOFTBALL SEASON APPROACHING! 
St. Francis de Sales parish plays in a multi-denom-
inational co-ed league. The season runs from May 
thru June, games are mainly on Monday evenings. 
Practices begin on Sundays in April. All parishioners 
are invited to register to play. Please call Bill Buxton at 
(703) 431-2590 or email at william_buxton@hotmail.
com for more info.

Mornings of Mercy for Divorced Catholics
Join Vicar General Fr. Tom Ferguson as he leads quarterly mornings of  
recollection for divorced Catholics. Mass, confession, reflection, prayer 
and discussion all included. The next Morning of Mercy is at St. Luke 
Catholic Church at 9am on February 17 in McLean. To sign up visit www.
arlingtondiocese.org/morningsofmercy

It's that time of year again....you guessed it, 
FRIDAY NITE LENTEN FISH FRY!!!
Friday, February 16 will mark SFDS 8th Annual Lenten Fish Fry.

Fish Fry-days are as follows:
February 16
February 23

March 2
March 9
March 16
March 23

We need volunteers! If  you'd like to join the fun, 
please call or email Joe Schray atjoeschray@icloud.com 



Parish Homeless Ministry

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
One confirmation will be held at the Cathedral of Saint Thomas More 
on Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 p.m., and the other will be held at Saint 
Andrew the Apostle on Sunday, June 10 at 2:30 p.m. There will be re-
ceptions for both of these events, as we have for the Rite of Elections. 
Contact James Blankenship at j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org if  
you would like to learn more.

Join us in helping our homeless brothers and 
sisters in the DC Metro Area! The Homeless 
Ministry is open to everyone in the parish. 
Our ministry will concentrate on collecting 
comfort items, preparing and serving food, 
and working directly with the homeless. 
There are ways to serve for all ages!

Call for Donations:
Our parish is hosting a blanket drive for the homeless and destitute in our 
diocese. All donated blankets should be new, and we are collecting both 
regular blankets as well as emergency/rescue blankets. Please place all 
blanket donations in the Homeless Ministry box located in the narthex by 
Sunday, Feb. 11. Thank you!

Upcoming Events:
On Saturday, Feb. 10, and Saturday, March 24, from 8:30 to 11:15am, 
we will be serving breakfast and lunch to the homeless alongside the 
Missionaries of Charity in their DC soup kitchen. Our group will also be 
providing the meals. Contact Meghan Christian (e-mail below) to sign up 
for serving meals, donating food, and/or preparing dishes for the home-
less guests.

On Monday and Tuesday, February 19 and 20, there are volunteer oppor-
tunities with the Diocese of Arlington’s Catholic Charities to load donated 
items onto the Mobile Response Center Vehicle and deliver donations 
to those in need. Volunteers will be able to provide direct assistance to 
those living in the very remote and poorest areas of our diocese. Contact 
Meghan Christian if  you are interested.

Please continue to pray for the homeless and the success of our ministry! 
If  you would like information about the Homeless Ministry’s upcoming 
events and projects to be e-mailed directly to you, or if  you have any ques-
tions, please send a note to  MeghanChristian1212@yahoo.com 

“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of  
anxieties.” 
Let us learn to calm our anxieties about our spouses by exploring each 
other during a Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) weekend. The 
next weekends are: Mar 2-4, 2018 in Herndon, VA and Sep 21-23, 2018 in 
Herndon, VA. Early sign up is recommended. For more information visit 
our website at: RenewMarriage-VANorth.org or contact us at applica-
tions@renewmarriage-vanorth.org or 703-646-1521.

THE MINISTRY OF PRAISE
St. Francis de Sales' group of dedicated people of prayer, is  on its third 
decade of service.  The faithful team of seniors and the homebound 
pray fervently for the needs of our parish with amazing results. We are 
currently inviting anyone interested in joining our team to contact An-
gela at the St. Francis de Sales office (please designate Ministry of Praise 
on e-mail). Those who wish to have concerns prayed for may write 
their prayers and slip them into the Ministry of Praise box attached 
to the wall in the Narthax. You can also visit our webpage at www.
saintfrancisparish.org/prayer-requests/ and fill out the form and send 
the request on-line.

Some of  our Homeless Ministry volun-
teers with Sister Christea at St. Teresa of  
Calcutta’s Missionaries of  Charity soup 
kitchen in DC

A huge thank you to all who 
donated food and other items for 
last weekend’s visit to St. Teresa of  
Calcutta’s Missionaries of Charity 
soup kitchen in DC! The homeless 
guests were very thankful for your 
generosity.

FIAT Day of Recollection for High School Girls
Are you a high school girl who has thought about being a religious sister? 
Attend the FIAT Day of Recollection on February 17 and grow in your 
knowledge of Christ, yourself, religious life and St. John Paul II. Led by 
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy. There will be Mass, talks, Holy Hour, 
opportunities for confession, Q&A with Sisters, as well as a self-portrait 
workshop. Space is limited! Registration and payment due February 9, 
2018. Learn more and register: www.arlingtondiocese.org/FIAT; email 
vocations@arlingtondiocese.org, or call 703-841-2514. 

An Entering Canaan Day of Prayer & Healing 
for women who have experienced abortion will be held on Saturday, March 
24, 2018. Come begin your healing journey and experience God’s hope and 
mercy. You are not alone. There is hope. For more info and confidential 
registration, please contact Project Rachel Ministry: 888-456-HOPE (4673) or 
info@helpafterabortion.org.

SoulStitch Ministry welcomes new members 
who knit, crochet, weave or embroider, or 
would like to learn. We meet the 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 9:30am to 

noon in the Parish Hall. For more information, please contact Kathy Reed 
at kreed_952@live.com. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 7 
at 9:30am.

“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking 
for?’” - JOHN 1:38
What are you looking for? Are you wasting your time looking for the 
material comforts of the world? Or, is your heart longing for something 
deeper that can only be found by spending time with God? Take time, 
each day, in silence and ask the Lord what it is that He wants you to do.


