
Outline:
1) Introduction
a. My interest in the Council
b. Impetus to Understand and Internalize
2) Pope Benedict XVI - Major Themes – Lens to look back
a. Faith & Reason
b. Church & State
c. The Church and World Religions
3) History of Councils
a. What is a Council? Acts of the Apostles
b. First seven Ecumenical councils (325-732 AD)
c. Middle Ages
d. 19th Council - Council of Trent, 1559-1565
e. 20th Council - First Vatican Council, 1869-70
4) Theological/Philosophical and Cultural History preceding Vatican II
a. Beginning of the Universities 11-12th century
i. Rediscover of Roman Law
ii. Rediscover of Aristotle
b. Beginning of the Renaissance 14th-16th century
c. Protestant Reformation & the Council of Trent
d. Faith and Reason
i. Science
1. Copernicus (1473-1543)
2. Galileo (1564-1642)
ii. Philosophy
1. Francis Bacon (1561-1626)
2. Descartes (1596-1650)
3. Immanuel Kant (1725-1804)
iii. Age of Enlightenment (1715-1789)
iv. Significant Effects
1. Right/Wrong
2. Good/Bad
e. Church & State relationships
i. Introduction
1. East and West
2. Holy Roman Empire
3. The Emperor and the Papacy
ii. 18-19th century
1. Nationalism
2. Discoveries
3. Revolutions
a. American Revolution
b. French Revolution
c. Unification of the Italian City States
4. Freedom
iii. Modernism
f. The Church’s Response
i. Relationship of Faith and Reason
1. Certitude vs. Error
2. Science and Architecture – Scripture and Authority
ii. The First Vatican Council (1869-1870)
1. Dei Filius
2. Infallibility
iii. Modernism and The Oath of Fidelity
1. Pope Leo XIII
2. Pope St. Pius X
iv. Kulturkampf (1872 to 1878)
g. The Twentieth Century – “We didn’t start the fire”
i. Titantic
ii. World War I
iii. Marxism
iv. Great Depression
v. World War II and the Holocaust
vi. Communism & the Cold War
vii. Nuclear Holocaust & Annihilation  
5) Why the Second Vatican Council?
a. What was the Crisis?
b. Pope John XXIII and January 25, 1959
c. Preparations
i. Call for letters - Karol Wotyla
ii. Ante-Preparatory Period
iii. Preparatory Period
iv. The Five Schema
6) Pope Benedict XVI
a. Roman Curial Address
b. Major Themes of Rupture/Discontinuity vs. Reform
7) Pope John XXIII
a. Announcement
b. Opening Address
8) Pope Paul VI
a. Opening Address
b. Closing Address
c. Ecclesiam Suam
9) Pope John Paul II
a. Sources of Renewal
b. Redemptor Hominis
c. TMA – Examination of Conscience
10) Documents
a. Dei Verbum
b. Sacrosanctam Ecclesiam
c. Lumen Gentium
d. Gaudium et Spes
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