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Tuesday, August 22



Dear Folks,
Now is time to say goodbye to one of 

our great organists.  Young Dan Carroll 
will soon leave us as he enters the Curtis 
Institute of Music, in Philadelphia.  
His lovely mother informed me that 
he started “Playing at Masses” when 
he was twelve.  Twelve, did I say that 
right?  Yep, twelve.  Not even a teenager 
when showered us with many 
beautiful hymns from above, in the 
choir loft. What a future lies ahead for Dan.  I especially 
enjoyed his playing at night during Advent and Lent seasonal 
confessions.  He was most inspiring with his musical talents.  
God bless him in his collegiate studies and his many future 
endeavors in the art of liturgical music.  

In a recent Parish Letter, I encouraged parents to order 
religious medals for their kids, especially those in the public 
schools.  In these days of stresses and strains on levels of Faith 
and Morals let them be supported with the presence of a 
sacramental such as a religious medal.  I recommended the 
four-way medal which has a cruciÞ x form demonstrating the 
Sacred Heart, Immaculate Heart, St. Joseph, and St. 
Christopher.  On the back side are printed the words, “I am a 
Catholic, Call a priest.”  I recommend the man-size medal for 
everyone, the bigger the better for all to see.  And I 
recommended you Þ nd such a medal at the little gift shop in 
the front foyer of the church or go online with Amazon.  The 
medal on the latter is priced at $9.88.  Good hunting.  

I don’t know if many have noticed an uptick in the number 
of deaths in America in recent years, but it is getting more 
play by the medical commentators.  Some say it is a byproduct 
of the Covid Virus.  Others attribute the mortality increase to 
the vaccines.  I like the suggestion about the current air 
pollution from the Canadian Þ res.  God knows, and is, the 
ultimate answer.  We have had a number of funerals in the 
parish in recent months and in all cases the family’s example 
of Faith in the loss of the dear spouse, child, or extended 
family member has been exemplary.  In addition, the response 
of the parishioners in their outreach to the suffering families 
has been nothing less than heroic.  When all is said and done 
for the dearly departed, the outreach of our parish music 
program, sacristans, and Women’s Council with their lovely 
receptions have been most uplifting.  They are all some of our 
unsung heroes. God bless the Women’s Council.  They come 
early for set up and preparation for the reception in the hall 
and they stay late, after the last grieving relative has gone 
home.  Many thanks for all you do.  God bless you indeed.

Speaking of unsung heroes.  I appeal to all adults who 
would like to serve in our CCD program.  As the earlier 
heroes mentioned above reach those in the end of life our 
parishioners, the teachers reach to the beginning.  How many 
of us can name every teacher we had in grammar school... 
especially in the Þ eld of religious instruction?  I, as a priest, 
offered the funerals for my Kindergarten and First Grade 
teachers.  In both cases I announced that had Mother Emeline, 
or Mrs. McIlhon known I was going to "do this job"... they 
would have been a lot nicer to me so many years ago.  God 
bless our teachers.  Our wonderful CCD teachers rise to the 
level of angels in their outreach to the kids and make a differ-
ence in the academic, social, spiritual, and sacramental lives of 
our families.  Please call the parish CCD OfÞ ce 540-338-4497, 
if you would like to be a part of the teaching apostolate at St. 

Francis De Sales.
Recently, we put out an invitation to take the altar boys out 

to a baseball game in Frederick. Let’s take the altar boys out 
to the ball game.  We will leave at 4:30 and be back by 9:00.  
Please call Mrs. Harrison, at 540-338-6381, to put your name 
on the list. We will need parents as drivers so all can join us.  
Please come hungry.  Nothing better than a hot dog at the 
ballpark.  God bless the kids for all they do for the heart and 
soul of the parish by serving at the altar.  

Hear ye! Hear ye!  The formation of the parish Legion of 
Mary is about to take off.  The information meeting is slated to 
take place in the parish library on August 22 at 7:00 pm.  Legion 
meetings will be held every Tuesday at 7:00 pm.  Please come 
and join us in our service to the Lord and His Blessed Mother.

And now, the best for last.  The Knights of Columbus have 
offered to reach out to our parish shut-ins in need of grocery 
shopping or other assistance they can offer to those unable to 
leave home.  More information to follow.
Collegiate Question:  Offered by Tony Jasinski, parishioner 
extraordinaire, who asked where was the greatest man-made 
explosion before the atomic bombs in Japan?  It was in an English-
speaking country where around 1800 people died and 9,000 people 
were injured, many with damage to their eyes... from ß ying glass.  
Good hunting.



High School

We celebrate our seniors as they prepare to embark on new 
and exciting adventures. We pray that they always know God’s 
great love for them; that they continue to be open to God’s 
Word in their hearts and in Scripture; that they continue to 
participate in the Mass, the Sacraments, and the life of the 

Church; and that they desire Christ and seek life-long 
discipleship with Him, wherever God leads them. 

“Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure” -St. John Paul II
-Mrs. G

Middle School

The Joy of Life Apostolate

Do you have a loved one with special needs?  
Would you like to get to know others on the 
same journey?  Please join us on Saturday, 

August 26th at 6:00 pm for a potluck 
Family Fun Dinner!  We will meet in the 
gym at SFDS- all ages welcome.  RSVP or 

send questions:  info@joyoß ife.org
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Compassionate Heart of Mary
Bereavement Support Group

Saturday, August 26
@ 10am in the Library




