
   

                     
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Adoration/Benediction
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following the 12 noon Mass 
until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet is at 3pm. 

First Friday - Adoration follows the 12noon Mass and the 
7pm Mass, and ends with Benediction at 8:45am on Saturday. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:30am
Saturday 8am and 3:30pm; and anytime by appointment
Confessions are heard in Rooms 107 & 113 in Catholic Ed. Center

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make ar-
rangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended 
date of  marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month on the second and 
third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of  the month 
at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon 
request. Please call the office to let us know your needs.

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Amy Harrison, Business Manager
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of  Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of  Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Manager
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian
Mr. Antonio Alvarenga, Rectory Cook

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of  an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of  our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If  you are leaving the parish, please let us 
know by calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:15pm 
5pm (Mass with contemporary music)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am & 12 noon; First Friday - 12 noon & 7pm 
Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of  Obligation

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord             April 1, 2018

Beautiful but wintry first day of  Spring 2018!



   

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Saturday, March 31     Vigil: Easter Sunday    
    8:30 pm  Newly Initiated
Sunday, April 1     Easter Sunday
   7:00 am  + Neal Brown
   8:30 am  + Rose and John Surak
 10:30 am  + Frank, Ellie and Jeannine McCaffrey
 12:15 pm  People of  the Parish
   5:00 pm  Mark and Mary Darnell
Monday, April 2    Monday within the Octave of  Easter
   9:00 am  + Joanne Wright 
Tuesday, April 3       Tuesday within the Octave of  Easter
    6:30 am  + C. Don Van Houweling
Wed., April 4   Wednesday within the Octave of  Easter
    9:00 am  + Carmen Lopez
Thursday, April 5     Thursday within the Octave of  Easter
    7:30 pm  + Roberta Van Houweling
Friday, April 6  Friday within the Octave of  Easter; 
    First Friday
 12:00 noon  + Cecil Jones
   7:00 pm  + Albert J. Bosco III
Saturday, April 7  Saturday within the Octave of  Easter; 
    First Saturday
     9:00 am  + Bernie Reid  
Saturday, April 7      Vigil: Sunday of  Divine Mercy
   5:00 pm  + Peter DeCicco
Sunday, April 8     Sunday of  Divine Mercy
   7:00 am  Deceased members of  the Brown & 
    Arpino families
   8:30 am  Kathy Borowski & family
 10:30 am  + Janet Law
 12:15 pm  + Maria Beck
   5:00 pm  People of  the Parish

Easter Sunday of 
The Resurrection of 

The Lord
April 1, 2018

I shall not die, but live, and 
declare the works of the Lord.

 -  Psalm 118:17

   

This Week
Tue., April 3 No WWP
  No RCIA
Wed., April 4  SoulStitch 9:30am, Parish Hall
  No TMIY
  No Bible Timeline
  No WWP
Thu., April 5 No WWP 
  No Rosary Group
Sat., April 7 No TMIY

Parish Financial Status
In-pew Offertory - March 4  $  13,177
   2nd Collection - Parish Debt Reduction $    3,565
In-pew Offertory - March 11  $  12,881
   2nd Collection - Catholic Relief  Services $    2,296 
In-pew Offertory - March 18  $  12,859
   2nd Collection - Maintenance Fund $    2,426 
   
YEAR TO DATE    $ 910,260

Parish Giving for February 
Offertory     $ 44,779
Building our Faith    $   1,569
Faith in Action    $   1,964

         
      

Readings for the Week

PROCLAIM THE RISEN CHRIST
  On Easter morning everything—the spring weather, the flowers, 
birds and butterflies, the people around us in their finery, the beautiful 
liturgy and music—everything seems to bear witness that Jesus Christ is 
risen today! Like the eyewitness accounts in today’s scriptures, the glori-
ous and joyful life all around us helps us to believe the good news of the 
Resurrection and sing “Alleluia!” 
  In the scriptures today we hear from Peter and Paul and John. All 
three speak with conviction about witnessing the resurrected Christ. John’s 
Gospel account includes Mary of Magdala, who also was privileged to 
witness the Resurrection and tell others the good news. On this glorious 
Easter Sunday can we ourselves give eyewitness accounts that Jesus Christ 
is risen today, alive and active in our lives?                        Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Monday:  Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday:  Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;  Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday:  Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday:  Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a;  Jn 21:1-14
Saturday:  Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-15ab, 16-21; Mk 16:9-15
Sunday:  Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn  
  20:19-31



 

   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q. Are the columns around the 
altar “Corinthian”? –
Evangeline
A. Good architectural eye!  Yes, 
those are Corinthian style columns.  
The Philothea Guild of the parish 
specifically chose this style because 
they were prominently used during 
the late 16th century French-Baroque 
ear of our patron, Saint Francis de Sales.  
The other popular style columns are 
the Ionic and Doric.  You will see that 
the Guild consistently used the same 
Corinthian columns on the design of  
the altar, ambo, tabernacle and Stations 
of  the Cross.  We also thought that the 
columns would recall Saint Paul’s two 
letters wrote to the Corinthian people 
which became part of the New 
Testament.
 
Q. I know the Bible does not 
contradict itself.  So why are there 
two seemingly different accounts 
of  Simon Peter being called by 
Jesus in Matthew chapter 4 and 
John chapter 1?—Anonymous
A. Yes, the two accounts of the call-
ing of Simon Peter you mentioned 
are not contradictory when you 
read them.  Both Matthew and John 
gave details not mentioned by the 
other.  John would have more details 
because he was nearby when it hap-
pened so he was as close as to being a 
an eyewitness.  At that time Matthew 
was still collecting taxes and working 
for the Roman government (and 
despised by the Jews) when Simon 
Peter was called to be an apostle.  His 
account was a second-hand version 
so his narrative would naturally have 
a different perspective.  But the most 
important detail describing the call-
ing of Peter is accurate from both 
Gospel testimonies:  that Jesus called 
Simon Peter as one of the apostles.
 
Q. On Good Friday, do we not 
need to genuflect in the church 
because Jesus is not in the taber-
nacle? –Anonymous
A. We do not genuflect because the 
Eucharist is not present in the church 
during Good Friday. We only need to 
bow towards the sacred altar where 
the sacrifice of the Mass is celebrated 
because the tabernacle is empty.

A very Happy & Blessed Easter to you!
 
Now that the penitential observances of Lent and Holy Week are over, our reflection focuses on the glorious 
resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia, praise the Lord! This year we are so blessed to have a new 
sanctuary to celebrate the resurrection. The mystery of the resurrection is so important because it is Jesus’ 
proof that we too can rise from the dead if  we remain faithful to him till death. No one in history has died 
and rose from the dead except Jesus. His promise is that we’ll have our own resurrection if  we love him and 
observe everything he taught us. To provide us with spiritual nourishment, Jesus established the sacrament 
of the Eucharist at the Last Supper when Mass was celebrated for the first time. As long as we receive Holy 
Communion devoutly, Jesus will always be with us in person to lead us to heaven: “Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.  For my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink” (John 
6:54-55).
 

Coming very soon:  Philothea Guild’s Easter surprise gift
 
Stay tuned this Easter season for the next exciting faith enhancing work by the Philothea Guild. At the end of  
this month I will announce another “surprise gift” that the Guild has been working on for the past few months 
intended to help the faithful increase their worship of Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist and their veneration 
of the holy saints. Bishop Burbidge approved the project last June but we just couldn’t get it done in time for 
the dedication last September. We won’t need to raise any funds for this because a generous benefactor who 
got wind of it was so excited and jumped on the opportunity to donate for the entire cost of the project—
and already did! [Don’t feel bad if  you missed the chance to be a part of this because we still need your dona-
tion to build our future confessionals and to cover the cost of the new Ambo (pulpit) and Baptismal Font.]  The 
projected installation time for the Philothea Guild’s “Secret Gift #24” to the parish is around the first week of  
May (5th week of Easter). A little “hint”: they are made of Carrara marble from the same quarry as our altars, 
ambo and baptismal font.
 

Introducing:  CHRSM
CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOLING RESOURCE & SUPPORT MINISTRY
 
            At the beginning of Advent 2017, I felt a call from God to explore the possibility of expanding the 
parish ministry to helping our increasing number of homeschooling families. I’m very familiar with home-
schooling having had six godchildren who were homeschooled and very close to me. Some have already 
gone to college and did very well. (My age really showing now after recently witnessing a wedding for one 
of them.)  During Lent I spoke to a pastor who has a very successful homeschooling co-op in his parish 
and thought we could offer something similar in ours. That’s when I started praying about this as I always do 
before embarking on a new important project. Lo and behold, on February 27th while meeting with Stacey 
Tuman over another matter, in passing, asked if  I would be interested in having a homeschooling co-op in our 
parish.  That’s when I realized it was the right time to begin planning and launching on this important support 
system for the homeschoolers. Stacey had been discussing this idea with another homeschooling mom, Emily 
Lauderback, whom I also know very well (have had countless dinners w/her family plus watching Scooby Doo 
for the past 8 years), and just knew that this was the moment I’ve been waiting for to give me the “go ahead” 
sign to pursue it. On March 15th the three of us met for lunch and discussed the plans to announce to the 
homeschooling families that we are launching the program in the 2018 academic year. I believe that God led 
me to these homeschooling moms so I officially made Stacey Tuman and Emily Lauderback to lead the program 
and gave them full authority to run it. Check the bulletin for upcoming details of CHRSM (acronym is pro-
nounced as “chrism”) as this program is open to homeschoolers and those who are not currently homeschool-
ing but are interested. Anyone seeking info on CHRSM and homeschooling should contact Stacey and Emily 
directly (sfchrsm@gmail.com). All of these are in the beginning stages so we have limited info at this time 
but I thought I’d let you know now of the amazing progress CHRSM has made in just a few days. It must 
be a sign that the timing is right and that this is what God wants. We’re entrusting the program through the 
intercession of Our Blessed Mother.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen 
Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Pat-
rick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew 
Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Cpl Zachary Gingras, 
LTJG Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. Jamie 
(Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT Jared Willard, 
Joe Pultro, COL Greg Cannata, 
LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Rachel Jovene, GySgt Jose O 
Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge A Lara Pedroza, LT Ross 
Mentzer, 2nd LT Ryan Patrick Grady; PFC Stephen G. 
Beard, Sgt. Ernesto G. Castro
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack Lehtonen,Mary 
Jane Arens, Zach Miller, Phyllis Heller, Madeline Gon-
zalez, Joyce Sparbanie, Mike O’Brien, Bill and Valerie 
Wieliczko, Bud and Sarah Nolan
The Deceased:  Lisa Dugan, Richard Ralph, Jon Hink,. 
Lewis Daniel Miller, Rudy Bartoldus, Mona Bakke, 
Sophie and Pedro Macaraeg, Rita Hockenbury, Kim 
Castellano, David Young

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion needed—If you feel called to help 
administer Holy Communion at Mass and/or to the homebound, please contact me 
directly to apply.  Requirements for EMOHC candidates:  at least 21 years old; fully-initiated 
in the sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist); weekly Mass attendance; receives sacrament of  
Penance regularly; if  married, in a union recognized by the Catholic Church; a registered parishioner; 
100% in support of  Catholic doctrine (ministers required to sign/proclaim oath of  fidelity to the Catholic 
Church); if  involved in public service/office, positions taken must not be in opposition to Catholic teaching 
(e.g., support for pro-choice/abortion, same sex marriage, euthanasia, etc., disqualifies a candidate); has 
love for the Eucharist; charitable and modest in speech, appearance, and temperament. 

• PEIR rep needed to represent our parish—Parish Ecumenical & Interreligious 
Representative rep is someone who is interested in taking part in informing the parish 
regarding the ecumenical & interfaith activities sponsored by the diocese. Rep goes to 
diocesan events and meets people from other faiths and report back to the parish.  One 
must be an active practicing Catholic in the parish to act as a rep. If  interested, contact 
me directly.

• Donate to our new Ambo (Pulpit)—I’m inviting you to donate any amount for the 
new Ambo (Pulpit) and be a part of the “Book of  Life Circle.” Donations of $1k or 
more will give you the option to add a dedication to our future Memorial Wall to be dis-
played in the narthex.  We need $35k for this important part of the sanctuary where we 
hear the Word of God is proclaimed. As of February 6, 2018, we have received $14,800. 
(See the July 30, 2017 Shepherd’s Notes to read more about the Ambo.)

• Pipe Organ” donation—Please help us pay for the church organ that was installed 
in April. To date we have received $45,310.  We now owe just $72,390 for this incredible 
organ!  [See Shepherd’s Notes column (2/26/2017 issue) for organ details.]

• Write your dedication on a brick…on church property!—You now have an op-
portunity to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property:  
in front of the new parish center.  Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage.  See 
enclosed flyer for details or go to our website: www.saintfrancisparish.org.

• Parish Rosary Challenge continues  If  you missed September 2015’s pledge drive, 
you can still sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the 
Rosary at least once a week.  Go to our website www.saintfrancisparish.org and click on 
Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.

• Look up our parish on Facebook—Search for:  St. Francis de Sales, Purcellville…and 
“like” us.

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 

by email countryparishpriest@gmail.com, by “snail mail” or in person

Got ‘em!

•   Plenty of Fish Fry volunteers of all ages!  Thank you all for giving Joe Schray a helping 
hand.  It has been a very successful fish fry season & thank you very much for your 
support.

•   Received $50k for the Holy Altar Circle & $60k donations for the Ark of  the Covenant 
Tabernacle (just this past week!) to close out these donations for the sanctuary. Thank you 
very much for your amazing generosity!  We are now working on getting donors for The 
Book of  Life Circle (Ambo/Pulpit).

• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a mini-
mum of one rosary a week.  As of this writing we have reached the 71% mark (70,728 
total reported) of our goal (100,000) of the rosaries that have been reportedly prayed at 
our website since September 12, 2015.  Keep it up, faithful children of Mary. We’ve been 
getting many nice blessings lately as a parish and we can only expect more!

John Arthur Boswell, April 26, 2016
Lloyd Tracey, April 5, 2015
Don Mowe, April 1, 2015
Lucy Koch, April 24, 2014
Gail Kelley, April 24, 2012

Naomi Magliato, April 28, 2011
Hailey Alepa - April 22, 2010
Frank Udy – April 28, 2009

William Whitehurst – April 16, 2009
John Lindsay – April 22, 2008
Robert Driscoll – April 2, 2005

Patrick Vaughan, Jr. – April 10, 2005
John Walsh – April 29, 2005

Robert Zuber, Sr.   – April 17, 2004
Earl Hall – April 3, 2004

Jeanette Henriksen – April 24, 2002
James Rowley, Jr. – April 7, 2000
Robert Remuzzi – April 20, 2000
Henriette Begley – April 12, 1996
Mary W. Holden – April 11, 1995 

Genevieve Mallon – April 15, 1995
Joan Devereux – April 30, 1994
Evelyn Boswell – April 2, 1989
Constance Lyon – April 9, 1987

Below are the names of  people along with 
the date of  death from our parish since the 
time St. Francis de Sales became a parish in 
1967. Scripture tells us to pray for the living 
and the dead. Let us commend to the Lord’s 

mercy the following:

Join St. Francis de Sales Parish as we 
recognize Divine Mercy Sunday, next 
Sunday, April 8. Meet us in the church 
at 2:45 pm. Father will lead us in praying 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet in song and 
the Holy Rosary.



-\\\

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
MAC-PAC (Middle Schoolers Acting in Christ – 
Prayer, Action, Charity) is for 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders. The goal is to inspire, to grow our love for 
God and neighbor, and to provide fellowship for 

the Middle School youth of St. Francis De Sales. There will be 
no MAC-PAC in April. The next MACPAC will be Sunday, May 6. 

Emily Glass Director of 
Youth Ministry 

540-338-6381 or e.glass@
saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar
Please remember to settle your Religious Education 
Tuition balance this month if you have not yet done so.  
$55 fee for Confirmation is due by March 1 and  $30 fee for 
First Holy Communion fees is due by April 1. Call the RE 
office if you have any questions regarding your balance. 
Notices will be sent home.

CONFIRMATION REMINDERS

Sponsor Eligibility forms were due March 1.
• If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint 
Francis de Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, 
you will need to fill out the Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to 
the Parish Office and present it to Father Escalante, and sign 
it in his presence. You can email him at countryparishpriest@
gmail.com to make arrangements to meet.
• All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, pres-
ent it to their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE 
office.

Candidate’s letter to the Bishop will be mailed out to the 
Bishop’s office tomorrow, absolute last chance to get it to in!

$55 Sacrament Fee due now please!

Discipleship Hours are due April 2. Please contact Janice if 
you need ideas to finish up your requirement.

Mandatory Spring Parent Meeting
Tuesday, April 3, 7pm or Thursday, April 5, 7pm

Any paperwork that is due can be emailed or placed in the 
dropbox outside the front doors of the Education Center 
when the office is closed, or if we do not have classes.
.

5PM MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. join us in the front 4 left 
rows to celebrate Mass together. All high school students are 
welcome! 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for fellowship, 
food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high schoolers are welcome!  
Come to grow in friendship with Christ and one another.

BIBLE STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS – Join us at Market 
St. Coffee on Wednesdays from 5-6 PM for Bible study. 

GUYS BIBLE STUDY – Mr. Michael Galdo will be leading a Lenten 
Bible Study for high school guys starting Thursday, February 15 
at 7:30 AM in the Education Center.

ROSARY GROUP – On Tuesday mornings, we will meet as a youth 
group in the chapel at 8am to pray the Rosary together before 
school. Awesome way to start your week! Come pray with friends 
for the graces to help you through the school week. We will have 
extra rosaries, as well as pamphlets on how to pray the Rosary. 
All high schoolers welcome! We do not meet on Tuesdays when 
Loudoun County is off school.

SPRING RETREAT – Save the date for the Spring Retreat! April 
13-15 at Brethren Woods in Keezletown, VA. All high schoolers are 
welcome! Sign up with Emily by April 10 to guarantee a spot. $45 
per person covers materials, lodging, and all meals. Come spend a 
weekend in the mountains with friends and Jesus!

HOMELESS SHELTER - We will cook for the homeless shelter on 
Monday, April 9 from 4:30-6:00 PM in the Education Center kitch-
en. We will serve the food on Tuesday, April 10 from 4:45-7:00 PM.

CHILI COOK-OFF – Save the date! On May 5 from 6-8 PM, we will 
hold a Cinco de Mayo Chili Cook-Off fundraiser for Workcamp! Tell 
your friends, tell your family! 

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you would like to 
receive text message announcements about time changes, event 
cancellations, etc., you can go to this link: remind.com/join/
eglass16 and enter your information to be added to the re-
cipient list! Also, follow the Youth Ministry Instagram account 
St.FrancisYouth for event updates and announcements.

1st Communion Sacrament Fee of $30 is due now, 
please call RE office if you are not sure if you paid!

NO CLASSES WEEK OF APRIL 1

WEEK OF APRIL 8
Sun. Gr. 1st-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
 Gr. K-8th Session 2 - 10:30am
Mon. Gr. K-8th  - 4:45pm 
 RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wed. Pre-School, Gr. 1st-8th  - 4:45pm

Save the Date !!!
MAC-PAC SUMMER DAY CAMP

Monday  thru Wednesday July 16-18,  4-9pm



   

Next Week is  

Share Sunday
We serve

Catholic Charities

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
One confirmation will be held at the Cathedral of  
Saint Thomas More on Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 
p.m., and the other will be held at Saint Andrew the 
Apostle on Sunday, June 10 at 2:30 p.m. There will be 
receptions for both of these events, as we have for 
the Rite of Elections. Contact James Blankenship at 
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org if  you would 
like to learn more.

 
April 1, 2018 

 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

May Our Savior’s triumph fill your hearts with peace, joy and hope this sacred day 
and always! 
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus manifests His saving victory over the powers 
of sin and death.  This sacred event filled the Apostles with new life and grace, which 
gave them hope after experiencing grave fear at His crucifixion.  In turn, the Apostles 
spread the message of this wondrous mystery so that others might experience the freedom 
of His saving grace and joy and consolation in His promise of eternal life. 
 

As disciples of Jesus, we are renewed once more in the hope that Christ’s triumph 
brings to us.  He reminds us of the new life of grace that we have received, which no 
darkness or despair can overcome.  He assures us that all sufferings united to His will 
lead to glory and that not even death can defeat us.  May we spread this Good News by 
our commitment to the faithful and consistent living of our faith and the compassion we 
extend to others, especially those most in need. 
 

I pray that you and your families will be filled with God’s abundant blessings 
during this sacred Season of Easter and always.  Through the intercession of Mary our 
Mother, may you live in the newness of life that we share in Our Risen Lord, now and 
forever. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 

 
Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 
Bishop of Arlington  

 
April 1, 2018 

 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

May Our Savior’s triumph fill your hearts with peace, joy and hope this sacred day 
and always! 
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus manifests His saving victory over the powers 
of sin and death.  This sacred event filled the Apostles with new life and grace, which 
gave them hope after experiencing grave fear at His crucifixion.  In turn, the Apostles 
spread the message of this wondrous mystery so that others might experience the freedom 
of His saving grace and joy and consolation in His promise of eternal life. 
 

As disciples of Jesus, we are renewed once more in the hope that Christ’s triumph 
brings to us.  He reminds us of the new life of grace that we have received, which no 
darkness or despair can overcome.  He assures us that all sufferings united to His will 
lead to glory and that not even death can defeat us.  May we spread this Good News by 
our commitment to the faithful and consistent living of our faith and the compassion we 
extend to others, especially those most in need. 
 

I pray that you and your families will be filled with God’s abundant blessings 
during this sacred Season of Easter and always.  Through the intercession of Mary our 
Mother, may you live in the newness of life that we share in Our Risen Lord, now and 
forever. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 

 
Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 
Bishop of Arlington  

Louise Kinzer’s 5th Grade Class with Easter Baskets for children in Loudoun Hospital 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - APRIL  2018

Universal – For those who have Responsibil-
ity in Economic Matters That economists may 
have the courage to reject any economy of ex-
clusion and know how to open new paths.

Mass Celebrant Schedule

Saturday, April 7
  5pm:  Fr. Mullaney
Sunday, April 8
   7am:  Fr. Mullaney
   8:30am: Fr. Mullaney
   10:30am: Fr. Escalante     
   12:15pm: Fr.. Escalante     
   5pm:  Fr.. Escalante

Saturday, March 31
  8:30pm:  Fr. Escalante,  
   Fr. Mullaney
Sunday, April 1
  7am:  Fr. Escalante
  8:30am: Fr. Escalante
  10:30am: Fr. Mullaney
  12:15pm: Fr. Mullaney
  5pm: Fr. Mullaney



Parish Homeless Ministry
Have you started spring clean-
ing? The Christ House thrift 
shop in Alexandria accepts 
donations of clothes, accessories, 
handbags, shoes, collectibles, 
art, jewelry, household items, 
antiques, and small pieces of furniture. Not only are dona-
tions tax deductible, but 100% of the thrift shop’s proceeds 
support Catholic Charities’ emergency assistance program 
in our diocese.  This program helps families with emergency 
rent and utility bills, preventing eviction and homelessness.
 
Upcoming Events:
• On Saturday, April 14, from 8:30 to 11:15am, we will be 
serving breakfast and lunch to the homeless alongside St. Te-
resa of Calcutta’s Missionaries of Charity in their DC soup 
kitchen. Our group will also be providing the meals. Any 
leftover food is served to the homeless guests the following 
day as well as to five pregnant homeless women under the 
care of the sisters.  Contact Meghan to sign up for serving 
meals, donating food, and/or preparing dishes.
• On Saturday, May 12, and Saturday, June 16, from 9 to 
11:30am, volunteer with the Archdiocese of Washington’s 
Catholic Charities at the Cup of Joe Breakfast Bagging 
events in Landover, MD, assembling breakfast bags for the 
homeless. The bags are handed out to area shelter guests be-
fore they depart in the mornings; without these bags, home-
less guests would have no morning meal. Register at www.
catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/cup-joe-breakfast-
bagging/all/  Volunteer positions fill up very quickly!

If  you would like information about the Homeless Ministry 
to be e-mailed directly to you, send a note to 
MeghanChristian1212@yahoo.com 

“In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by loving and helping the 
poor, we love and serve Christ.”                                 - Pope Francis

Finding Freedom After Abortion
It’s time to make peace with your past. “Do not be afraid ... Open your heart and let 
go of the weight you carry - let the light of Christ penetrate and heal your heart..” for 
confidential, compassionate Help After Abortion, please call Project Rachel: 888-456-
HOPE or visit: www.helpafterabortion.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Monday - Friday, July 9-13, 9am-12noon

SIGN UP FOR VOLUNTEERS HAS BEGUN!
We have many opportunities for adults & youth volunteers

Please visit our VBS website for all of our 
opportunities and Volunteer Sign-Up Form

www.saintfrancisparish.org/vacation-bible-school/

Registration for VBS will begin in May

Therapeutic Horseback Riding
Wheatland Farm in Purcellville offers healing and hope to special 
needs children and adults in a Christ-centered environment.  If  you 
are interested in therapeutic horseback riding lessons, borrowing or 
donating adaptive equipment at our lending closet, or volunteering 
in any of our programs, please contact us at 
wheatlandfarmsecretary@gmail.com, or visit us at 
www.wheatlandfarm.org.

Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Ministry: 
888-456-HOPE or visit: 

www.helpafterabortion.org.

Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance Ministry: 
866-444-3553 or

 info@helpfor pregnantwomen.org

Next Business Meeting - April 9, Church Hall at 7:30.  
Rosary in the chapel at 7:05.  Business meeting will last ten 
minutes, followed by Admission Celebration.

SAVE THE DATE: Poker Night - Friday April 6
Please RSVP directly to: Jim jhaid@comcast.net) Forest forestselby@gmail.
com and Hank hankvarno@verizon.net.

Next Pancake Breakfast - April 8

Next Admission Celebration - April 9

Why Are You A Knight? - Be more than a Knight in name only.  We help 
in the parish, community, and world. Contact GK Ben Cox, and tell me what 
would it take for you to come help your church and community.  Be active 
again.

Submit Your Prayer Requests - I want to send a weekly email digest 
of prayer requests to share to our families.  Send all requests to grandk-
night11136@gmail.com. 

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Helping Others 
in Your Parish and Community?  If  so, contact Chancellor Forest Selby 
(forestselby@gmail.com), DGK Greg Cannata (armybrat.cannata@gmail), 
or just look for anyone wearing a KofC badge.  The needs are many, but the 
laborers are few.

I hope you are having a blessed Lenten season. Take time to reflect on Him 
and what he wants. Not what you want or what you want people to see.

Have a great, big beautiful week! 

* * * * *
Ben Cox, Grand Knight;  St. Francis Council #11136

grandknight11136@gmail.com
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