
                     
 

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Sacraments
Confessions: 
Friday 10:30am; Saturday 8am and 3:30pm; Wednesday 8pm; 
One-half hour before Mass on Sunday
Anytime by appointment
Confessions are held in the Church

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make 
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the 
ntended date of marriage.

Baptism: Baptisms are held on Sundays at 1:30pm. Baptism class is 
the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know your needs.

Parish Staff 
Reverend James Gould, Pastor
Reverend John Heisler, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Deacon Jack Vassallo
Mrs. Amy Harrison, Business Manager
Mrs. Leslie Sheldon, Office Manager
Mrs. Kim Livaudais, Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin, Website
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Laura Burgess, Sacristan
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian
Mr. Antonio Alvarenga, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - l.sheldon@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4pm
(Office closed between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please 
let us know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction             
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following 
the 12noon Mass through the evening and overnight 
until Saturday morning before the 9am Mass
Wednesday 7pm - Weekly Parish Holy Hour

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:15pm, 
2pm (masks required)
5:30pm (Mass with contemporary music)

Daily  Masses             
Monday through Thursday - 6:30am and 8:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12noon
Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation
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This Week

 

Masses for the Week
+ deceased 
Saturday, December 19 Weekday
       9:00 am  + Gabriel Stocks
Saturday, December 19 Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent
     5:00 pm  + Neal Brown
Sunday, December 20 4th Sunday of Advent
     7:00 am  + Catherine Minogue
     8:30 am  Team McRoberts
   10:30 am  + Michael Griemsman
   12:15 pm  Albert and Peggy Johnson
     2:00 pm  Frank Monastero
Monday, December 21 Weekday
     6:30 am  Robin Mentzer
     8:30 am  Maralan O’Neil
Tuesday, December 22 Weekday       
      6:30 am  Randy Fraser
     8:30 am  Regina Livelsberger
Wed., December 23  Weekday
     6:30 am  Stan Szemborski
     8:30 am  Lois Gallagher
Thursday, December 24 Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord
     3:00 pm  Bill and Connie Talamantes
     5:00  pm  + Helene and Franz Englisch
     5:15 pm  Christine Peppiatt
     8:00 pm  + Tim and Marle O’Leary
   10:30 am  David and Regina Livelsberger 
    family
Friday, December 25  The Nativity of the Lord
     8:30 am  + Pedro and Marta Juanpere  
      10:30 am  Donna Donovan
   12:15 pm  + Zachary Miller
    2:00 pm  + George Miller
    5:00 pm  + Ellen Flessner
Saturday, December 26 Saint Stephen
       9:00 am  Maria Byrd
Saturday, December 26 Vigil: The Holy Family 
     5:00 pm  + Joseph M. Oliveri
Sunday, December 27 The Holy Family
     7:00 am  + Vito Pappano
     8:30 am  + Jeanne and Charlie Krebs
   10:30 am  People of the Parish
   12:15 pm  + Gloria Christina
     2:00 pm  Laura Burgess
     5:30 pm  Becci Rummage

4th SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT

 December 20, 2020

“Behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and shall 
shall hame him Jesus.” - Lk 1:31

Parish Financial Status

         
    

Readings for the Week

December 5th and 6th:
1st collection:      $ 13,855
2nd collection - Christmas Flowers:                   $    1,212

Parish Giving:
Offertory:      $ 16,292
Christmas Flowers:     $      218
________________
Today’s 2nd collection - Needy Peoples Assistance
2nd collection for Christmas - Parish Center Debt Reduction
2nd collection next week - Maintenance Fund 

Tue., Dec. 22 Legion of Mary 7pm, Library
  RCIA 7pm - ZOOM
Wed., Dec. 23 Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, Chapel
  No TMIY
  Weekly Parish Holy Hour - 7pm
Thu., Dec. 24 No Junior Legion of Mary  
Sat., Dec. 26 No TMIY 
  Women’s Prayer Group 8am, Knights Hall
  Compassionate Heart of Mary 10am,  
  Knights Hall

Advent And Christmas Schedule 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE - VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS 
3pm - Vigil Mass - Face Masks Required

5pm – Vigil Mass 
5:15pm Vigil Mass Overflow Mass (Our Lady of Victory Hall) 

6pm - Communion Distribution in the Narthex 
8pm – Vigil Mass 

10:30pm – Night Mass 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
8:30am, 10:30am 

11:30pm - Communion Distribution in the Narthex 
12:15pm 

2pm  Mass – Face Masks Required 
5pm Mass

INDIVIDUAL ADVENT CONFESSIONS 
8pm each weeknight during Advent



   

Write your Dedication on a Brick
You have an opportunity to place your permanent dedication 
etched on a brick on the church property in front of the parish 
center. Think of honoring someone on their wedding anniversary or 
birthday or as a Christmas present!!! Proceeds go directly to pay our 
center’s mortgage. Go to our website: www.saintfrancisparish.org/
commemorative-brick-campaign/

Dear Folks,
 
This morning, December 
12th,  offered a beauti-
ful sight of devotion to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
The Hispanic Ministry 
invited Fr. Ramon to 
offer Mass after their 
opening prayers in  the 
Marian gardens next to 
the rectory… at 6AM.  
It was spectacular and 
I offer my gratitude to 
the Hispanic ministry.  
Perhaps sometime in the 
coming months we can find a Hispanic priest to serve in 
the parish.  Well done.  
 
On Saturday, Deacon Jack had been placed on a ventila-
tor and had a stent placed in his heart. Pray for him. By 
the time you read this, Fr. Heisler is out of quarantine. 
God bless them both and all the parish as we step ever 
closer to Christmas.  Please be assured of my prayers for 
one and all as you gather your loved ones close, either in 
person or by Zoom.  It is the week before Christmas and 
with it we celebrate a baby. He comes very soon.
 
Many thanks to the many folks who have been drop-
ping food off to the rectory.  One, young mother brought 
in spaghetti … and the best chicken I have had in years.  
A future culinary school graduate brought quiche and 
fresh cinnamon buns.  On a few occasions we have been 
treated to the best restaurant in town… Magnolias.  And 
so much more. God bless one and all for your great kind-
ness.  Let us pray for one another. 
 
Collegiate Question. Almost nine million folks in modern 
Mexico converted to Catholicism after the apparitions of 
Mary Mother of Guadalupe. What religious order offered 
great assistance to the flourishing new Faith?
 

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
 Marking the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph being declared patron 
of the universal church, Pope Francis proclaimed a yearlong celebra-
tion dedicated to the foster father of Jesus.
In a Dec. 8 apostolic letter, Patris Corde (“With a father’s heart”), the 
pope said Christians can discover in St. Joseph, who often goes un-
noticed, “an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble.”
 “St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the 
shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation. A 
word of recognition and of gratitude is due to them all,” he said.
 Arlington Bishop Michael F. Burbidge said, “Pope Francis’ an-
nouncement that the universal Church will celebrate the ‘Year of St. 
Joseph’ from Dec. 8, 2020, to Dec. 8, 2021, is welcomed with great 
joy. St. Joseph, known for his tenderness, love and the courage to 
respond faithfully to the will of God, provides an example that is 
dearly needed. May we seek St. Joseph’s intercession and strive to 
follow his example in our daily lives.” ... © Arlington Catholic Herald 2020

To read more, please visit www.catholicherald.com/News/
National___International/Pope_Francis/Pope_proclaims_year_
dedicated_to_St__Joseph/

The Advent Giving Tree is Here! Please take 
a tag from the Giving Tree and return the 
NEW, UNWRAPPED item with tag attached 
under the tree BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
20! Gift cards can be placed in the basket on 

the tree, left in the poor box or in the office. We will deliver the 
gifts to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women’s Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, Mobile Hope 
and needy families within our parish and community, as well as 
the Veteran’s Hospital in Martinsburg.  Thank you in advance 
for your generosity to those in need!
If you have any questions, please contact Erin Bucci at 
buccierin@comcast.net

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER  2020

For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.



WEEK OF DECEMBER 20 AND 27     No Classes

CLASSES RESUME WEEK OF JANUARY 3

Emily Glass 
Director of Youth Ministry 

540-338-6381 or 
e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

MERRY CHRISTMAS! – Wishing you and your families a 
joyous Christmas! As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, 
let’s lean into the light and everlasting goodness that he 
promises with his reign. We can rejoice in hope and peace 
because even as a tiny baby in a stable, He has already 
overcome the world. See you in 2021!

ZOOM YOUTH NIGHTS! – Join us on Zoom! Come learn 
more about our faith as we grow closer to Jesus together 
through discussion, reflection, and prayer. We will not have 
Youth Night on Dec. 27.

For ALL high schoolers: Sundays at 7 – 8 PM
** Please note that Youth Nights will be entirely virtual until 
further notice. Praying that we can be together again soon!

Zoom meeting access information is sent out the hour 
before each gathering via the Remind.com text messaging 
service. Every meeting has a different access code and 
password so please see directions below on how to sign 
up for the texts. See you on Zoom!

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – Sign up to re-
ceive free Remind.com text message updates, reminders, 
and upcoming meetings. Text @sfdsteens to the number 
81010. Also, follow the Youth Ministry Instagram account 
St.FrancisYouth for event updates and announcements.

Religious Education Calendar

Dear Parents,

It’s hard to believe that the last week of Advent has already ar-
rived! I hope that this season of preparation has been healthy and 
blessed for all of you and your children.

We take a break from our regular classroom instruction for a few 
weeks; classes resume on January 3, 4 and 6.

I pray that the Christmas celebrations this year will fill you and 
yours with Christ’s peace, and that 2021 will be blessed for us all…

Let’s continue to pray for each other!
Kim

Parents of Children Preparing for First Penance and Holy 
Communion: Please mark your calendars: First Penance is scheduled 
for Saturday, February 20, and First Communion for May 8, 2021.

Parents of 8th Grade Confirmation Candidates: If you not done so, 
please email your child’s sponsor information (sponsor’s name, email 
address, and name of the church and diocese where he/she regularly 
attends Mass) to the religious education office as soon as possible. 
Sponsor Interview Assignments are due by January 6, and the signed 
and sealed Sponsor Eligibility Form is due by February 1, 2021. Details 
are all available on the parish website. Please call our office if you have 
questions.

For those Children who have not received the Sacraments of 
Baptism, First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation: If you would 
like your children to prepare to receive any of the Sacraments they might 
have missed, please contact our office at re@saintfrancisparish.org.
 



St. Francis Council 11136 News

MEMBER DUES: Membership dues for 2021 will 
be mailed out on December 15th. We are updating 
our membership files so please read the enclosed 
letter for requests and pertinent information.

COATS FOR KIDS The St. Francis Knights of Columbus Council an-
nounces its annual Coats for Kids collection, as part of its Community 
Program. New coats are provided to deserving children in Loudon 
County for use during the cold winter months. Please help us assist 
needy children in this important program!  Due to the pandemic 
this year, the Council will provide brand new coats, and not collect 
“gently used” coats.  
Please help us provide for these needy children.  Please make 
donations to the Knights by making out your check payable to the 
“Knights of Columbus 11136”.  Please note in the check memo line 
that the donation is for “Coats for Kids”.  You can drop your check in 
the new gray dropbox down in the Parish Hall near the restroom or 
checks may be sent to St. Francis Council 11136, PO Box 1274, 
Purcellville, VA 20134.

SWEATS FOR VETS Our collection of new Sweats for our Veter-
ans is going on this weekend. We will set up a collection box in the 
Narthex starting this weekend.  Please make every effort to buy one 
new set of sweats for this worthy cause.  Sizes needed are Large, Extra 
Large and XXX Large.
We know that you are being asked to give to a variety of programs 
in this very difficult year, by many agencies, and our Council too!  
Please remember that our Council may not be able to host a variety of 
programs this year, but we can make our presence known, and fulfill 
our mission as Catholic Gentlemen, by supporting these programs 
which can be accomplished despite the coronavirus.

Why Are You A Knight? Be more than a Knight in name only. We 
help in the parish, the community and the world. Our Council will 
be focusing on the Knights of Columbus Program “Faith in Action”. 
We will be focusing and looking for volunteers in these four main 
program types: FAITH, COMMUNITY, FAMILY and LIFE. Contact 
GK Bob Craig and tell me what would it take for you to come help 
your church and community. Be active again.  

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Helping Oth-
ers in Your Parish and Community? Find out how you can be a part 
of the largest Catholic men’s organization in the world. With nearly 
2 million members and growing, discover how the Knights can sup-
port you, your family, your faith and your community. Contact GK 
Bob Craig or Chancellor John Losinski (skigators@icloud.com), or 
look for any man wearing a Knights of Columbus name badge.  Let 
your Light Shine!

May God bless you!
Bob Craig, Grand Knight

St. Francis Council #11136   Knights11136@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/ knights11136/

The Knights of Columbus once again are excited to announce the 
Annual Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. 
 The contest is open to 5-14 year old members of St Francis 
Parish. Entries will compete in three age categories; 5-7, 8-10 and 
11-14 years with one prize in each age group. 
 The guidelines for the competition are simple. Each entry 
must be original, from concept to layout, slogan and image, and 
represent the child’s own work. Each poster must reflect the Keep 
Christ in Christmas theme with a visual image that is about 11×17 
inches (28x43cm) in size. The name and age of each artist must 
be printed on the reverse side of the poster. No names should 
appear on the front side of the poster so that fair judging can take 
place. 
 Please turn in all entries in the Narthex of the Church no later 
than the 5pm Christmas Day Mass. 
 A 100-point system is used for the judging: 
• Slogan – 30 points for how clearly the theme is presented, 
• Visuals – 30 points for how well the visuals convey the 
message, 
• Overall Impact – 40 points for how well the poster captures 
attention and causes reflection on the theme. 
 Any questions please email Jay Hallam at kofc11136recorder@
gmail.com.

If you are grieving a spouse, family member, or friend, whether 
recently or some time ago, or you know someone who is 
grieving, please call us for more information, Laura Burgess at 
703-727-7117. 

Compassionate 
Heart of Mary

Bereavement Support Group
Saturday, December 26 @ 10am

Knights of Columbus Hall

Parish Giving offers secure flexible online giving for our 
parishioners who would like to make their donations online 
using a credit card or bank transfer.Please visit parishgiving.
org for more information. Thank you for your support!



 

      As we finish our last commitment for 2020, 
the Homeless Ministry wishes to thank each 
and every one of you who have given so much 
each month in such different and important ways. Some of you knitted or 
crocheted, some cooked or baked, some purchased needed items, some of 
you donated or volunteered for the Summer and Winter Blessing Bagging 
events, and some of you delivered to Leesburg Shelter or drove all the 
way to Anacostia. 
     Friday, December 11, it took three vehicles, packed to the roof, to deliver 
all of the homemade Sheperds Pie casseroles, homemade Christmas 
cookies, 12 cases of waters, salad greens, meatballs, sauce and pastas, fresh 
apples and oranges and countless other items to the Sister’s of Charity in 
Anacostia. That was just 2 carloads! Then there were 320 individual Bless-
ing Bags, including hand warmers and survival blankets, to be distributed 
to the needy in Anacostia. Last, there were 6 wonderful gift bags, one 
for each of the sisters, including warm socks (to wear with their sandals) 
gloves, scarves, personal items and treats of chocolates and homemade 
cookies. 
     We thank also the Knights of Columbus for their donation of new coats, 
also to be distributed by the Sisters to those needy in the community.  
     We wish everyone the Happiest Holidays possible, good health, and 
hopes for a better New Year.
Bev Bryant
Maria Byrd
Jennifer Dize
Kathy Hallissey
Mark Ippoliti 
Tracy Ippoliti

Any questions, suggestions or to join as a volunteer please contact:
*Mark Ippoliti  mark.ippoliti@gmail.com
*Tracy Ippoliti  tracy.ippoliti@gmail.com

Parish Homeless 
Ministry

Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Ministry: 
888-456-HOPE or 

visit: www.helpafterabortion.org.

Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance Ministry: 
866-444-3553 or 

info@helpfor pregnantwomen.org

Gift for Life
Give a Gift for Life. Please give a Gift for Life this 
season to help Project Rachel provide counseling and 
healing retreats to those who suffer the effects of 
abortion. One participant wrote: “The genuine love 
and support from the Project Rachel retreat has en-
abled me to let go of my anger and deep pain from my 
abortion. I am like a new person who has left the dark-
ness and entered the light.” For more information and/
or to donate: www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife

Help Us Deck the Halls!
We will be decorating the Church for 
Christmas on Monday, December 
21 starting at 9:30am, continuing 
until 4:30pm. We are looking for 
volunteers! If you are interested in decking the halls 
with boughs of holly and want to help out, you can 
contact j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org.  

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

Our Military Members:  MAJ Chuck 
Marshall; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; SSgt. Tim Mar-
shall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, MAJ Andrew Cahan; 
1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, LT Scott 
Cypher, Capt. Vincent Jovene, Capt. Jamie (Jovene) 
Liddle, SSgt. Joshua Jovene, 1LT Jared Willard, Joe 
Pultro, LCpl Paul Cotter, 1stLt Rachel Jovene, GySgt 
Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge A Lara Pedroza, Capt.. 
Ross Mentzer, 2nd LT Ryan Patrick Grady; PFC Stephen 
G. Beard, Sgt. Ernesto G. Castro, LCpl Frankie Thyson, 
Sgt. Peter Audi
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack Lehtonen,Mary Jane 
Arens, Madeline Gonzalez, Mike O’Brien, Bill 
Wieliczko, Sarah Nolan, Liz Keller; Bob Cote, Jerry 
Pollard, Joanne Harrington, Rebecca Alvarez, Charles 
Williams, Patricia Naomi Alvarenga, Joe Graber, Timo-
tha Rainey, Rodney and Christina Huth
The Deceased:  Danielle Krill, Carolyn Woodland. Ryan 
Martin, Kimberly Merline, Valerie Wieliczko, Thomas 
Moorcones, Mary Owen Lyon Chatfield-Taylor, Martha 
Ann Harlow, Ann Vaudry Williams, Steven Domine, 
Dick Austin, Phyllis Heller, Vito Pappano, Nick Hallam, Tom 
Dudek, Hugh ‘Andy’ Fink



The Legion of Mary
Our Lady of Victory Our Lady of Victory: 
ages 18 and over, Tuesdays at 7pm in the 
library. 
Our Lady of the Lake: ages 7-17, Thursdays 
at 3:45 in Knights Hall. 
December prayers are for those with voca-
tions and their family members. Please take 
a rosary in the narthex and join us spiritually 
by praying the Angelus at noon daily for our 
parish and an increase in vocations! Angelus 
prayer cards available at the Legion table.

 BRING YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR SCAPULARS!  
BROWN SCAPULAR ENROLLMENT

AFTER NOON MASS
JANUARY 1ST, MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Calling for Auxiliary Members! If you would like to be a praying 
member of the Legion of Mary please contact us for more information 
at legionofmarysfds@gmail.com 
First Saturday devotion after 9am morning mass on January 2nd. 
Please feel free to bring fresh flowers for our Blessed Mother! If you 
cannot attend, join us from home by livestreaming mass and the 
rosary reflections led by the Legion of Mary. 

For more info about the Legion of Mary, please visit 
saintfrancisparish.org/the-legion-of-mary/

Open after the 8:30am, 10:30am and 12:15 Masses
in the Church Narthex

The shop will be open through Sunday, December 20. 
It will reopen Sunday, February 7. If you need items 

during the period, please text Robin Mentzer at 703-431-
1564 and she will provided assistance.

We hope you have a lovely Christmas season. 
Merry Christmas!

Anyone who has a child in a sacramental year please pre-order 
medals, crucifix, statues and receive 10% off the order.
Thank you for supporting our parish gift shop crux Gloria 

The Road
to Bethlehem
Reflections and
Enrichment for Advent
We are excited to announce a brand-new project underway  at FORMED! This Advent you 
can join The Road to Bethlehem—an opt-in digital discipleship program designed to lead 
you into an encounter with Christ and his love throughout Advent.

Here’s the other great news—The Road to Bethlehem is completely free for all FORMED 
parishes and users.

Please consider joining us this Advent on The Road to Bethlehem, to encounter the love
of God made flesh in the Person of Jesus Christ!

Sign up at FORMED.org/advent

This exciting new project from FORMED will allow you to grow in your faith from anywhere 
you can access FORMED—from your home, in the car, on a run, or taking a walk.

The Road to Bethlehem includes

•  daily Advent reflections by Dr. Tim Gray;
•  weekly videos, audio talks, and book excerpts on FORMED related to the theme
 of the week;
•  Brother Francis Advent reflections for kids; and
•  finally, a weekly action item to help you put the Advent message into practice.

Thank you for journeying with us this Advent!
We hope that The Road to Bethlehem leads
you further into communion with God’s greatest
gift to us: Jesus Christ.

Happy Advent!

Merry Christmas.  God bless 
you and your families.
TMIY! will not be meeting this 
week.Our next meeting will be 
on Wednesday 12/30/20 or 
Saturday 1/2/21.  Your choice.


