
                     
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Sacraments
Confessions: 
Friday 10:30am; Saturday 8am and 3:30pm - Confessions are heard in 
Rooms 107 & 113 in Catholic Education Ctr
Sunday - one half hour before each Mass in the Chapel
Anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: Baptisms are typically held on the second or third Sunday of 
the month at 1:30pm. Please note, dates are subject to change. Baptism 
class is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon 
request. Please call the office to let us know your needs.

Parish Staff 
Reverend James Gould, Pastor
Reverend John Heisler, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Amy Harrison, Business Manager
Mrs. Leslie Sheldon, Secretary
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin, Website
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian
Mr. Antonio Alvarenga, Rectory Cook

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:15pm 
5pm (Mass with contemporary music)

Daily  Masses             
Monday and Wednesday - 6:30am and 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am & 12 noon 
Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Second Sunday in Advent    December 8, 2019

Adoration/Benediction             
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following 
the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed 
at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 
3pm.



 

  

Sun., Dec. 8 Adult Basketball 8:30pm 
Tue., Dec. 10 RCIA 7pm, Room 107
Wed., Dec. 11  TMIY 7pm, Catholic Education Ctr. 
  Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm Chapel 
Thu., Dec. 12 Rosary Group 7pm, Church
Fri., Dec. 13 Children’s Rosary 10am, Church
Sat., Dec. 14 TMIY 6:30am, Catholic Education Ctr. 

 

 

Masses for the Week
+ deceased 
Saturday, Dec. 7  Saint Ambrose
       9:00 am  + Carl and Noah Woodland
Saturday, Dec. 7  Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 
     5:00 pm  + Jennifer Elliott
Sunday, Dec. 8  Second Sunday of Advent          
     7:00 am  Father Escalante 
     8:30 am  People of the Parish
   10:30 am  + Alford Taylor, Sr.
   12:15 pm  + Dale Young
     5:00 pm  + Betty Pavlick
Monday, Dec. 9  The Immaculate Conception of the
    Blessed Virgin Mary
     6:30 am   Mary Vielhaber
     9:00 am  + Daniel Earl
Tuesday, Dec. 10   Weekday
     6:30 am  + Charles Sevcik
Wed., Dec. 11  Weekday
     6:30 am  Carolyn Woodland
     9:00 am  Estelle Fitzgerald
Thursday, Dec. 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe
     6:30 am    + Jackie Munoz
Friday, Dec. 13  Saint Lucy
     6:30 am  + Neal Brown
   12:00 pm  Father Escalante
Saturday, Dec. 14  Saint John of the Cross
       9:00 am  John Prohaska
Saturday, Dec. 14  Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent 
     5:00 pm  + John Dudziec
Sunday, Dec. 15  Third Sunday of Advent          
     7:00 am  + Father Tewes
     8:30 am  + John McCarthy
   10:30 am  People of the Parish
   12:15 pm  James Blankenship
     5:00 pm  + Maria Louisa Martin

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - November 24  $    11,648
2nd Collection - 
    Campaign for Human Development $      1,884 
  
In-Pew Offertory - December 1  $    12,425
2nd Collection -  Christmas Flowers $      2,436

YEAR TO DATE    $  260,389

This week’s 1st Collection - Immaculate Conception
This week’s 2nd Collection - Catholic Charities
Next week’s 2nd Collection  - Needy People’s Assistance

Second Sunday of 
Advent

December 8, 2019
The earth shall be filled 
with knowledge of the 

LORD, as water covers the 
sea. — Isaiah 11:9

Readings for the Week

Advent And Christmas Schedule

Immaculate Conception 
Monday, December 9 – 6:30am and 9am

Individual Advent Confessions
7pm each weeknight in the chapel

Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe
Thursday, December 12 - 5:30pm Vespers 

(see bulletin for info)

Christmas Eve - Vigil of Christmas
5pm - Mass with Children’s Choir

5:10pm - Overflow Mass w/Cantor - Our Lady of Victory Hall
8pm - Mass w/Witness Band

10pm - Lessons and Carols 
10:30pm - Night Mass w/Parish Choir

Christmas Day
8:30am - no music

10:30am & 12:15pm -  with Cantor 
(no 7am or 5pm Teen Mass)

Monday:   Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
   Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:   Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday:   Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday:   Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
   Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, 
   or any readings from the Common of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Friday:   Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19; 
   Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday:   Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11

This Week



 

Dear Folks,
 As a note of introduction for our new secretary in 
the parish offices. We welcome Mrs. Leslie Sheldon. 
She is a member of the parish and has been working 
with Catholic Home Distance University for the bet-
ter part of 20 years.  Her old boss, Mrs. Mary Ann 
Mount, was here for the 6:30 Mass this morning.  I 
thought, Oh boy!, I am going to catch now because 
Leslie was her personal secretary.  I thanked Mary 
Ann for her wonderful generosity the parish in al-
lowing Leslie to help us. We are glad to have her on 
board. You can meet her at the front desk any day 
of the week. God bless her.  
 Tis the time of year for the Christmas lights. One 
of our neighbors has an exceptional display that 
must confuse pilots as one of the landing markers 
for Dulles Airport.  Just kidding. Fr. Heisler and I 
took a drive the other night to see the light displays 
in the neighborhood. They are all fantastic. One 
yard was filled with inflatable Christmas characters. 
All aglow with the splendid light displays… and 
music to go with it.  
 Speaking of Dulles and landing markers. During 
the 1980 oil embargo many places turned off their 
lights at night to save money. Once such place was 
the great statue of Mary that stands over Mt. St. 
Mary’s University/Seminary in Emmitsburg, Mary-
land. Well wouldn’t you know it the folks at the 
Mount received the call from Dulles asking them to 
turn on the lights that illuminated the great statue of 
Mary. Not a bad landing marker for Dulles… and 
the rest of us as well.   
 Fr. Heisler ran me up to the Bluemont Vineyards 
the other afternoon. We blessed the vineyard for 
Bruce and Janell Zurchschmeide. The place, with 
its own restaurant, was packed with customers. 
Some were from my old assignment in Warrenton.  
And the view… to knock your socks off. You could 
see skyline of Washington DC. It is obviously the 
Purcellville place to see… and be seen.     

Our Military Members:  
MAJ Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 
2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, MAJ Andrew Ca-
han; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, 
LT Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. 
Jamie (Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT 
Jared Willard, Joe Pultro, LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt 
Rachel Jovene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC 
Jorge A Lara Pedroza, LT Ross Mentzer, 2nd LT 
Ryan Patrick Grady; PFC Stephen G. Beard, Sgt. 
Ernesto G. Castro, LCpl Frankie Thyson
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack 
Lehtonen,Mary Jane Arens, Phyllis Heller, 
Madeline Gonzalez, Mike O’Brien, Bill and 
Valerie Wieliczko, Sarah Nolan, Liz Keller; Bob 
Cote, Jerry Pollard, Joanne Harrington, Rebecca 
Alvarez
The Deceased:  Ellen Delaney, Daniel Duggan, Bud 
Nolan, Marilyn Cote, Michael Konopa, Renato 
Torrijos, Rosemarie Bighouse, John Robinson, 
Michele Mackey, Margaret Maykrantz, Fr. Edwin 
Thayer Tewes, Eleanor Szemborski, Zach Miller

 Advent has started with 7pm Confessions every 
night in the parish chapel. Tis the season of prayer, 
devotions, and getting the wings dusted. All the kids 
are encouraged to bring their parents to Confession be-
fore Christmas. (Nb.  The dogma is that kids will bring 
their parents to the box.  The heresy is to assume the 
parents will bring their kids to the box.) Not to worry 
if you forgot the “Act of Contrition” as we have copies 
by the screen. And what’s more… if you are worried 
about the nature and quantity of your sins then please 
know l will give you ten dollars if you can tell me a sin 
I have not heard before. Morning Masses are 6:30am 
all through the week and 9 on 9am on Monday and 
Wednesday with Noon Mass on Friday. (Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament starts after the Noon Mass and 
will close at 5pm.) Come one come all.  Let us pray for one another.
 Starting today all the altar boys who want to serve on Sundays and weekdays are 
welcome to join us on the altar. The scheduled servers will perform the expected du-
ties and all the rest are welcome to suit up. If we don’t have enough cassocks we will 
order more. It is a nice way to promote vocations to the priesthood as the altar boys 
have only one purpose… to serve the Mass for the priest. All others who come to the 
altar have the set focus of guiding the layfolks at Mass, and they do it well. God bless 
the young ones… one of those characters might be your pastor one day. Doesn’t that 
make you want to pray…? Oh yes, oh yes.
 Good news. The angel statue for the memorial of the deceased children/siblings/
cousins of the parishioners has arrived. It is currently being painted by Diane Waller, 
so that it will match the statues of Mary and Joseph in the church. Diane is parish 
artist for the church projects and is herself a wonderful guardian angel for all of us. 
The statue will be placed in the Narthex where the Guadalupe picture is currently 
placed. The Knights of Columbus were great about purchasing the statue as a 
testimony of their commitment to the prolife identity that the Church honors. If any 
of you have lost children in death we will put a marker with the child’s name next 
to the angel statue.  Please let me know by sending a note to my E-Mail:  frgould@
gmail.com or leave me a note in the confessional. The child may be identified in 
similar fashion to:  Susie Smith, Smith Child, or Child of God. Many thanks to the 
Knights on this project. Well done. 
 Speaking of the Knights of Columbus. I absolutely loved the pancake breakfast 
this past Sunday, in the parish hall. It was not only good cooking but also a lot of fun 
with all the bantering going on. It looked like everyone was having a good time. I 
salute the fraternal nature of the KofC.  
 Peter Edivan is working on church confessional project. Please stay tuned. Many 
of you may remember his great work in the recent renovations for the church. God 
bless him. He is on top of things and is moving right along.  For the time being the 
Friday Confessions will continue in the class room building from 10:30-11:30am, as 
well as Saturday from 8-8:30am, and Saturday afternoon at 3:30-4:30pm. Confes-
sions are set ½ hour, in the chapel, before each Sunday Mass.  And each night in the 
chapel at 7pm. 
 Future Suggestions: After Christmas we would like to focus on three projects.  1) 
One of the lovely mothers of the parish has suggested starting a Legion of Mary 
program.  2.)A second project would involve a weekly Devotions to the Miraculous 
Medal. It would start at 7pm on Wednesday night, with confessions to follow at 
8pm. 3) And lastly. If any men in the parish would like to start a “Trail Life Troop” 
we will be happy to promote it and will be happy to say Mass at their camp outs. 
Of all the projects of the troop we hope one of our parents with experience in land 
navigation could prep the kids on that very important skill. Let the adventure begin.
      Father Gould

Collegiate Answer:  Prior to the determination that the Bald Eagle would serve as 
our national bird Ben Franklin proposed we should use the Turkey for the image. 
Hmm???  
Collegiate Question:  Now a hard one for the faint of heart. Name the three wise-
men, their gifts, … and where their relics can be found today. That third part is a 
killer… unless… hint, hint, hint… you’re German.

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...



-\\

CHRISTMAS DECORATING – Fr. Gould and Fr. Heisler have 
invited the high schoolers to help decorate the Rectory on Sunday, 
12/8 during Youth Night. There will be hot chocolate and s’mores! 
Please bring one Christmas ornament to decorate the tree. We will 
meet in Room 213.

GINGERBREAD THROWDOWN – The annual Prepare the Way – 
Advent Gingerbread Throwdown is on Sunday, 12/15 during Youth 
Night. Bring your friends, your creativity, and your game-face! All 
materials provided and all high schoolers are invited.

HOMELESS SHELTER – High schoolers are invited to the Educa-
tion Center kitchen on Monday, 12/9 from 4:30-6:00 PM to cook 
dinner for the homeless shelter. We will be serving at the homeless 
shelter on Tuesday, 12/10 from 4:45-7:00 PM. Please let Emily 
know if you plan to attend one or both evenings

MOUNT2000 – Mount2000 is a Eucharistic retreat for high 
schoolers, run by the seminarians at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. 
Experience Jesus and the Sacraments like never before! February 
7 – 9, 2020 and registration is now open! E-mail Emily at e.glass@
saintfrancisparish.org to register. Spaces are limited and registration 
ends on January 15. 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6:00-8:00 PM in room 
213 for fellowship, food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high school-
ers are welcome! Come to grow in friendship with Christ and one 
another. No Youth Night on Sunday, 12/22 or Sunday, 12/29.

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you would like to 
receive text message announcements about time changes, event 
cancellations, etc., you can go to this link: remind.com/join/eglass16 
and enter your information to be added to the recipient list! Also, fol-
low the Youth Ministry Instagram account St.FrancisYouth for event 
updates and announcements

Emily Glass Director of Youth Ministry 
540-338-6381 or 

e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar
WEEK OF DECEMBER 8 and 15 
Sunday  Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:30am
Monday  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  RCIT - 6:30pm
Wednesday Grades K-8th - 4:45pm

CHRISTMAS POSTER PRIZE CONTEST
Children 5 to 14 can compete in three age categories for the 
best 11x17 poster to increase faith awareness, speak to others 
their age and to depict the true meaning of Christmas. Theme is 
“Keep Christ In Christmas.” $15 prize will be awarded by the 
Knights of Columbus in each age category. Submission deadline 
is Monday, December 16. For rules and Entry Form, contact 
Janice Rees in the RE office.

Your generosity will help moms and babies with...
free pregnancy tests, baby clothes, coats, blankets, 
diapers, wipes, shampoo, and other essential items.

.

irthright
of Loudoun County

CCD Advent Service Project
Our project focus is prayer and service 

in preparation for Jesus’ birth.

Baby Bottles to be given out to each 
student at classes following Thanksgiving.

You are welcome to fill up as many 
bottles as you like with

�����, ���� ��� ������ 
Bottles are due back the week of

 December 16th – 20th

Birthright is very thankful for your 
participation and prayersBaby Bottle Campaign

Fill a Bottle Change a life!
CHELSEA ACADEMY invites you to Welcome 
Wednesdays.  Come see our school and learn about 
our liberal arts education in the Catholic tradition. 
Join us for our last 2019 mini open house will be 
held on December 11 from 8:30 to 10:30am at 4 Fam-
ily Life Lane, Front Royal. To register or learn more, 
go to chelseaacademy.org/admissions/join-us-for-
open-house. 

All Middle-Schoolers are automatically a part of our 
MAC-PAC and are always invited to join us for our 

fun events and service activities.

Bring a $5 gift for a 
white elephant gift exchange!

JOIN US  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15

following 5pm Mass 

Middle Schoolers Acting for Christ
 Prayer Action Charity



Parish Homeless Ministry
We have much to be thankful for 
this year at Thanksgiving, but actu-
ally long before and still. 
•  First thanks to the Homeless 
Heroes (see photo!) who went to 
Squire Oaks Farm to do an after 
season garden cleanup, it was a cold 
day and they did so much! Now, it will be in good shape for 
2020 plantings, of which we hope to reap the harvest to feed 
the Homeless (Gardening Angels!)

About St. Theresa’s Sisters of Charity in Anacostia: They 
have a small grouping of buildings, a house they live in, 
there are 6 nuns right now. We cannot photograph them, 
for privacy reasons. Behind their house is the Soup kitchen, 
where they provide meals 6 days each week to the home-
less. Next to their house is the home for the Unwed Mothers. 
They have 8 unwed mothers right now, the most they have 
had at one time! They provide education, counseling and of 
course food and shelter, for the mothers, then their new-
borns 6 weeks after delivery. This is why we ask for items 
more than just our meal! The sisters rely on donations, and 
we are thrilled to be able to gift them.

•  Thank you to Soul Stitch for handmade baby blankets, 
hats, sweaters for these newborns. This gift alone is priceless!
• Thank you to Ligia McWilliams, for donating gift sets (and 
more) from Birthright of Loudoun County
• Thank you to all of you who are so giving, doing what 
you can, donating your time, foods, supplies, baby gifts and 
Blessing Bag items and, most of all, your prayers

Upcoming:
•  Saturday, December 14, Anacostia Soup Kitchen monthly 
meal, you should have received the SignUp Genius for this, 
thank you
•  Wednesday, December 18, Leesburg Homeless Shelter 
Christmas Party meal, look for SignUp Genius 

**Please feel free to reach out to any of us**
Jennifer Dize   jydize@gmail.com
Bev Bryant   bbteachkids@gmail.com
Maria Byrd  maria.nog.byrd@gmail.com

Extra Musicians/Singers for 
Christmas  If you sing or play an 
instrument and would like to participate 
in the Christmas Masses, please contact 
Michael Galdo at m.galdo@saint
francisparish.org. The Parish Choir will 

sing at the 10:30pm Night Mass on Dec. 24th.  We will hold a 
first rehearsal on Monday, Dec. 2nd  from 7pm – 9:30pm. The 
full schedule of rehearsals includes Wednesday evenings in 
December 7 – 9 pm and also Monday Dec. 16th, 7-9 pm.  

Days of Recollection for Men and Women Discerners
Could Christ be calling you to the priesthood or religious life? 
Take a step to find out. The Office of Vocations will hold a day 
retreat for men on Saturday, December 14, and a day retreat 
for women on Sunday, December 15. Both run from 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. and are open to those 18 years and older. Religious sisters 
will be present for the women, and seminarians, priests and 
men religious will be at the men's retreat. For more informa-
tion and to register contact the Office of Vocations, 703-841-
2514 or vocations@arlingtondiocese.org. Deadline to sign up is 
December 6.

Help Us Deck the Halls!
We will be decorating the Church for Christmas on Monday, 
December 23 starting after the 9am Mass and we are looking 
for volunteers! If you are interested in decking the halls with 
boughs of holly and want to help out, you can contact Janice 
at j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org.  The more people we get, the 
merrier (and quicker) the decorating will be.

A final note this year on our blood drives for the past two 
years. In 2018 we collected 298 blood saving units and in 2019 
we collected 290. We did GREAT, as in 2018 we had six drives 
and only five in 2019. INOVA cancelled one because of a 
conflict on their end. This is a great parish program and GOD 
BLESS all the donors that can and did. Lets get over 300 in 
2020.  Charlie Baldi

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE FEAST DAY
On Thursday, December 12, please join us for Vespers in the 
church in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The Ladies Auxil-
iary will be hosting a dinner/reception immediately follow-
ing Vespers. Join us for a Mexican inspired reception honor-
ing Our Lady on her feast day. A favor of reply is requested to 
better help in the food planning and celebration preparation. 
Please RSVP to ladiesaux11136@gmail.com



UPCOMING LADIES 
AUXILIARY EVENTS:

Thank you to everyone who 
donated items for the home-
less. Your generosity is amazing 
and your continued prayers are 
greatly appreciated! The Home-
less Ministry will include the items in Blessing Bags 
and distribute them.

Thursday December 12: Join us for Vespers in the 
Church at 5:30pm in honor of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe. Immediately following, the Ladies Auxiliary will 
host a Mexican inspired reception honoring Our Lady 
on her feast day. 

Sunday December 15: Fr. Gould will be installed as 
pastor of St. Francis de Sales at the 12:15pm Mass with 
Bishop Burbidge presiding. The Knights of Columbus 
and Ladies Auxiliary are hosting the reception for Fr. 
Gould to welcome him as our pastor. The Sign Up Ge-
nius link is below. Please consider signing up and help 
warmly welcoming Fr. Gould to our parish. www.
signupgenius.com/go/4090a4cabaa2ba7fb6-frgould 

There will not be a social meeting on December 16.

Business Meeting: January 6, 2020-7pm Rosary in the 
Chapel. We will meet in the Library of the Parish Edu-
cation Center and beginning the meeting at 7:30pm. 
We will have a guest speaker who will talk about Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and an opportunity to go on a 
Mission trip to Mexico. 

ST. FAUSTINA OF DIVINE MERCY SAID: “From early morning, I felt 
the nearness of the Blessed Mother.  During Holy Mass, I saw Her, so lovely and 
so beautiful that I have no words to express even a small part of this beauty.  She 
was all in white, with a blue sash around Her waist.  Her cloak was also blue, and 
there was a crown on Her head.  Marvelous light streamed forth from Her whole 
figure.  I am the Queen of heaven and earth, but especially the Mother of your 
Congregation.  She pressed me to Her heart and said, I feel constant compassion 
for you.  I felt the force of Her Immaculate Heart which was communicated to my 
soul.  Now I understand why I have been preparing for this feast for two months 
and have been looking forward to it with such yearning….”  (St. Faustina Diary 805)

Please join our American 
Heritage Girls Troop 962 on 

December 14, 2019 to
REMEMBER the Fallen. . . HONOR those who 

Serve. . . TEACH our children the 
value of Freedom.

Laying of wreaths will begin at 9am on Sat. December 14th, with 
ceremony at 12pm. Everyone is welcome!  Ceremonies around the 
world will be starting at the same moment, so don’t miss this incred-
ible event. We look forward to seeing you there on  December 14
Contact Jillian Gemberling at treasurertroopva0962@gmail.com

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 2019

The Future of the Very Young
That every country take the measures necessary to 
prioritize the future of the very young, especially 
those who are suffering.

Week 12 - The Battle Against The 
Dictatorship Of Noise
In modern society and the ever-increasing con-
nectivity of our individual lives, it is truly a battle 
to find silence.  Yet that is precisely when, where, and how God speaks. 
If we don’t fight back, we’re simply sucked into the relentless noise and 
chatter of the world.  
This week, John Sablan will draw upon the practical wisdom of a mod-
ern spiritual giant to help us with the single most important aspect of 
our lives: a daily appointment with God.
How we are living comes forth from how we are praying.  How we are 
praying reveals how we are living! So...how you livin’ brothers?

See you this week!
We meet in the Catholic Education Center on Wednesday from 7pm-
8:45pm OR Saturday from 6:30am-8:15am. Each TMIY session stands 
on its own so you can join us at any time. Walk-ins are always welcome 
or you can register at SFDSMEN@GMAIL.COM
Knowing who you are changes everything.
Go therefore and Make Disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. - Matthew 28:19

 Join us for The March For Life 
on Friday, January 24th! We 
will be leaving from St. Francis 
De Sales by bus around 7am. 
We will be going to the Life is 
Very Good Morning Rally and Mass including confes-
sions at George Mason University. After Mass, our bus 
will take us to DC for the March. We expect to return 
back to Saint Francis by 5:30 pm. Tickets are $17 which 
include the Rally and Lunch from Chick-fil-a. Please 
make all checks payable to St. Francis de Sales Church.  
Please contact Carie Losinski  at skigators@icloud.com 
or 703-673-6108 if you have any questions and/or to 
sign up and reserve your spot!    

INCREASE IN ADORATION HOURS 
In the spirit of "Tap, Tap, Tap", we are working with Fr. Gould's 
encouragement and support to revive and expand the times offered 
for Adoration over the next few months and for the long-term. This 
will begin with evening hours added on all Fridays in December and 
(hopefully) increasing to overnight hours on First Fridays, and then 
all Fridays next month. This cannot be done and sustained without 
your help. Please also take the survey at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/R29JF7P so we can better assess overall interest and other 
specifics. If you have any questions, please contact Mark Donofrio at 
SFDS.Adoration@gmail.com. 



St. Francis Council 11136 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  will be on 
Monday January 13, at 7:30 pm. Rosary 
in the Church at 7pm, all parishioners are 
welcome!!

COATS FOR KIDS:   A Big THANK YOU 
!! to all who donated Coats. This was one of the best years we 
had at obtaining Coats for the kids in Loudoun County.

SWEATS FOR VETS:  Look for the box in the Narthex replac-
ing the one for Coats for Kids. We need new sweats in all sizes. 
The MAC-PAC will be assisting with this program also.

POLAR PLUNGE TO RAISE MONEY FOR SPECIAL 
OLMYPICS: Look for the Giant Polar Bear and assistant after 
Masses in December!! Knights are helping to send participants 
to events. 

FATHER GOULD’S INSTALLATION ON 12/15 AT THE 
1215 MASS: Bishop Burbidge will be here to formally install 
Father as our Pastor!! Our council and the Ladies Auxiliary will 
be involved in organizing the reception after the Mass in Our 
Lady of Victory Hall. 

PURCELLVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE:  Mark your cal-
endars for 12/14 at 9am at LVHS. Join the Knights in the town 
parade. All are welcome!! 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST:  Ages 
5 to 14 may participate in the contest. Deadline is 12/16 with 
winners going to the District and from there the State. See blurb. 

WHY ARE YOU A KNIGHT? Be more than a Knight in name 
only. We will be focusing and looking for volunteers in these 
four main program types: FAITH, COMMUNITY, FAMILY 
and LIFE. Contact GK Scott Grimard and tell me what it would 
take for you to come help your church and community. Be ac-
tive again. 

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Helping 
Others in Your Parish and Community? Find out how you 
can be a part of the largest Catholic men’s organization in the 
world. Discover how the Knights can support you, your family, 
your faith and your community. Contact GK Scott Grimard or 
Chancellor Rae Edmonson (raedmons@gmail.com) or look for 
any man wearing a Knights of Columbus name badge. Let your 
Light Shine.

May God bless you!

Scott Grimard, Grand Knight
St. Francis Council #11136 
Knights11136@gmail.com

Join the Knights in a Parish March in the 
Town of Purcellville Christmas Parade
On December 14th at 9am we will organize at Loudoun Val-
ley High School for the town line up at 10am. Parade route 
ends at Emerick Elementary. Everyone from the parish is 
invited as we "Keep Christ in Christmas". Please bring any 
bought or made "Keep Christ in Christmas" signs to the pa-
rade. Throwing of candy is not allowed by the town so please 
do not bring candy. Also the town does not allow anyone to 
dress as Santa. Remember we want to show that SFDS wants 
to "KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" !!!

HOST THE PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE 
You can schedule to sign up for hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in 
your home. Go to saintfrancisparish.org/hosting-the-pilgrim-vir-
gin/ and pick a date. Then just sign up at j.rees@saintfrancispar-
ish.org and pick up the statue in the narthex after the Sunday 
Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday afternoon 
for the next person to host our Blessed Mother. Great blessings 
will come along your way when you invite Our Lady and pray 
the rosary in your home. She will not be outdone in generosity!

Gift for Life Campaign
Please give a Gift for Life this season to help Project Rachel 
provide counseling and healing retreats to those who suffer 
the effects of abortion.  One participant wrote: “The day 
[retreat] made me realize how far I have stuffed this experi-
ence and how much healing I need…I am glad I took this 
step - thank you for making the start of healing possible.” For 
more information and/or to donate:  www.arlingtondiocese.

Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Ministry: 
888-456-HOPE or visit: www.helpafterabortion.org.

Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance Ministry: 
866-444-3553 or info@helpfor pregnantwomen.org

HELP THE KNIGHTS SUPPORT THE VIRGINIA SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS THROUGH THE POLAR PLUNGE!
Look for the Giant Polar Bear and his assistant at Masses in 
December asking for donations. Knights around Virginia are 
participating in taking a "Polar Plunge" in bodies of water 
around the state in order to raise funds for Special Olympics. 
Our Council will not be taking that Plunge but are still hoping 
to raise funds. 
Each athlete pays their own way to the Virginia Fall and 
Summer Championships. But to help the athletes afford to 
attend the  games Special Olympics provides a scholarship to 
as many athletes as they can. To guarantee that the organiza-
tion has a healthy budget for this they earmark all the money 
the Knights of Columbus donates at the Polar Plunges. This 
means last year the Knights’ funds were awarded to 407 out 
of 1,270 athletes. The money covered those athletes’ housing 
and meals plus event expenses - everything but transporta-
tion. The Knights of Columbus State Organization would like 
to fund more Special Olympic Athletes this year. The scholar-
ships were not awarded randomly throughout the state. The 
scholarships were given to athletes in the immediate vicinity 
of the Knights council who donated the money. That means 
athletes who live near SFDS would benefit from the money 
you donate! PLEASE SEE THE GIANT POLAR BEAR to 
donate!!


