
                     
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Sacraments
Confessions: 
Friday 10:30am; Saturday 8am and 3:30pm - Confessions are heard in 
Rooms 107 & 113 in Catholic Education Ctr
Sunday - one half hour before each Mass in the Chapel
Anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: Baptisms are typically held on the second or third Sunday of 
the month at 1:30pm. Please note, dates are subject to change. Baptism 
class is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon 
request. Please call the office to let us know your needs.

Parish Staff 
Reverend James Gould, Pastor
Reverend John Heisler, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Amy Harrison, Business Manager
Mrs. Leslie Sheldon, Secretary
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin, Website
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian
Mr. Antonio Alvarenga, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:15pm 
5pm (Mass with contemporary music)

Daily  Masses             
Monday and Wednesday - 6:30am and 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am & 12 noon 
Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Fourth Sunday in Advent    December 22, 2019

Adoration/Benediction             
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following 
the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed 
at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 
3pm.



 

 

 

Masses for the Week
+ deceased 
Saturday, Dec. 21  Advent Weekday
       9:00 am  + Ellen and Pierce Bragg
Saturday, Dec. 21  Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
     5:00 pm  Jack and Jean Burden
Sunday, Dec. 22  Fourth Sunday of Advent          
     7:00 am  Deceased members of the Butts and   
    D’Elia families 
     8:30 am  + Jeffrey Diefenbach
   10:30 am  Maralan O’Neil
   12:15 pm  People of the Parish
     5:00 pm  + Maria Schnarr
Monday, Dec. 23  Late Advent Weekday
     6:30 am  + Olive Main
     9:00 am  Lois Gallagher
Tuesday, Dec. 24  Late Advent Weekday
     6:30 am  Deceased members of Kupka and Rees
    families
Tuesday, Dec. 24   Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord
     5:00 pm  + Nicola, Francesca and John
    DiBenedetto
     5:10 pm  Heidi Kane
     8:00 pm  + Anthony Taffuri
   10:30 pm  Deceased members of the Prohaska-  
    Pavlick families
Wed., Dec. 25  The Nativity of the Lord
     8:30 am  Father Escalante  
   10:30 am  Prohaska family
   12:15 pm  + Antoinette  Cheskiewicz
Thursday, Dec. 26  Saint Stephen
     6:30 am    Robert Szemborski
Friday, Dec. 27  Saint John
     6:30 am  Katharine Szemborski Edwards
   12:00 pm  + Joseph M. Oliveri
Saturday, Dec. 28  The Holy Innocents
       9:00 am  Mass for the Unborn
Saturday, Dec. 28  Vigil:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary   
    and Joseph          
     5:00 pm  Dr. Mark and Geralyn Clinton
Sunday, Dec. 29  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and   
    Joseph          
     7:00 am  Andrea Todd  
     8:30 am  Ross and Bridget Mentzer
   10:30 am  John McPherson
   12:15 pm  Vedrana Lidic
     5:00 pm  People of the Parish

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent

December 22, 2019

They shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means 

“God is with us.” 
— Matthew 1:23

Readings for the Week

Advent And Christmas Schedule
Individual Advent Confessions

7pm each weeknight in the chapel

Christmas Eve - Vigil of Christmas
5pm - Mass with Children’s Choir

5:10pm - Overflow Mass w/Cantor - Our Lady of Victory Hall
8pm - Mass w/Witness Band

10pm - Lessons and Carols 
10:30pm - Night Mass w/Parish Choir

Christmas Day
8:30am - no music

10:30am & 12:15pm -  with Cantor 
(no 7am or 5pm Teen Mass)

Monday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 
  Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
  Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
  Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk   
  2:15-20
  Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; 
  Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 
  17; Mt 10:17-22
Friday:  1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Saturday:  1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18
Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-5; Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Mt   
  2:13-15, 19-23

TRUST IN GOD
  On this final Sunday of Advent our scriptures focus on the 
historical birth of Jesus, who is son of David and Son of God, 
child and king, Jesus and Emmanuel.
  Isaiah the prophet begs Ahaz to ask for a sign, to allow 
God to offer him reassurance of the survival of the Davidic 
dynasty. The king hypocritically refuses to “tempt the LORD” 
in that way (Isaiah 7:12), but the prophet foretells the birth of a 
son, an heir to the throne, who will prove the Lord’s enduring 
protection of God’s chosen lineage on the throne of David. The 
child will be called Emmanuel.
  Matthew’s reference to this history in his description of 
the birth of Jesus highlights the contrast between the faithless 
refusal of trust shown by Ahaz, and the complete trust in God 
shown by Mary and Joseph in bringing about the birth of Jesus 
Christ.                                      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.



 
Our Military Members:  
MAJ Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Sgt. Tim Mar-
shall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, MAJ 
Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. 
Patrick Godfrey, LT Scott Cypher, Capt. 
Vincent Jovene, Capt. Jamie (Jovene) Liddle, 
SSgt. Joshua Jovene, 1LT Jared Willard, Joe 
Pultro, LCpl Paul Cotter, 1stLt Rachel Jo-
vene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge 
A Lara Pedroza, Capt.. Ross Mentzer, 2nd LT 
Ryan Patrick Grady; PFC Stephen G. Beard, 
Sgt. Ernesto G. Castro, LCpl Frankie Thyson
The Sick: Dominic Corcoran, Jack 
Lehtonen,Mary Jane Arens, Phyllis Heller, 
Madeline Gonzalez, Mike O’Brien, Bill and 
Valerie Wieliczko, Sarah Nolan, Liz Keller; 
Bob Cote, Jerry Pollard, Joanne Harrington, 
Rebecca Alvarez
The Deceased:  Ellen Delaney, Daniel Duggan, 
Bud Nolan, Marilyn Cote, Michael Ko-
nopa, Renato Torrijos, Rosemarie Bighouse, 
John Robinson, Michele Mackey, Margaret 
Maykrantz, Fr. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Eleanor 
Szemborski, Zach Miller

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

Angel Wall 
The “Angel Wall” will be a special place in 
the Narthex where the names of children 
of our parish who died before birth or any 
time before adulthood will be remembered. 
The Knights of Columbus have purchased 
the angel statue that will be in place before 
Christmas. It is a beautiful thing to remember 
the children, and a great comfort to so many 
parents and families. Contact Fr. Gould if 
you would like to memorialize your child in 
this special way. Remember to visit this wall 
from time to time, and say a little prayer for 
the babies and for their families, entrusting 
them to the mercy of our Dear Lord.

Dear Folks,
 I am just in from the Evening Vespers offered for the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. What a lovely occasion 
to share in such a rich devotion. And with a choir with 
voices so rich in harmony wrapped in the beauty of the 
psalms. It was absolutely marvelous and I hope the choir 
offers more of such occasions. It lifts the hearts and souls 
of all of us.
 May Jesus be praised for the great gift of becoming one 
with us in our humanity that we may, all together, one 
day celebrate His divinity in Heaven.  Let us honor St. 
Joseph and the Blessed Mother for their example of Faith 
and Love as they met the Messiah in the manger.  Let us 
do the same at Mass as we pray together on Christmas.  
 As we step into the final days of Advent leading into 
Christmas I encourage one and all to get their wings dusted in the Confession times 
offered.  Meet the moment of Christmas with the gifts greater than those of the Three 
Wise-men.  Yourselves, with spouse and children.  Not to worry, the Act of Contrition 
will be available.  And if you need a briefing/review:  P,C,L,A,G,E,S… Pride, Covet-
ousness, Lust, Anger, Gluttony, Envy and Sloth.  We will leave the light on.
 In the music of Christmas the internet will abound with a wide variety of songs/
hymns that will touch many hearts and souls all across America.  I will make my 
annual pilgrimage to watch the old Bob Hope Christmas Shows from Viet Nam.  
Whether they performed on ships, air strips, or reaches to the outback they always 
finished the Christmas Shows with everyone singing  “Silent Night.”  The hymn was 
famous for the soldiers in World War I, singing to the enemy across “No Man’s Land.” 
How many were former altar boys from America, England, France, and Germany.  
There are two Videos I recommend for you to watch.  First, from the Servicemen in 
Vietnam, 1968.  It was a hard year starting with the January Tet Offensive.  The video 
includes the letter sent home from a distant firebase to one’s mother.  www.youtube.
com/watch?v=WSle5lFQbqo  Second.  From the Servicemen/women in Afghanistan. 
All the branches of the military are represented. All branches by at least one of my rela-
tives.  www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoN4y7JFkEA. God bless the young ones in the 
parish serving in the military. Let us pray for them and one another. Let there be peace 
on earth.
 Hark the Herald Angels. I will stop to see all of our shut-ins in the coming days. 
God bless them and those who take care of them.  
 Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  On Saturday January 25th Fr. Heisler and I would like to host a 
wine and cheese gathering at the rectory for the Non-Catholic Spouses of our parish-
ioners. Oh the Catholic spouse can come too but it is a moment to thank loved ones 
for supporting the spouses and children in the Faith. The gathering will take place at 
6:30pm and last till whenever, or when the cows come home. Please join us.
 For those of you who will travel in the coming holidays please be careful in your 
wanderings and may the angels watch over you. And if you get a chance, please bring 
home a bulletin from your adventures. I would like to see what other parishes are do-
ing these days.  
 In closing this letter Fr. Heisler and I offer our sincere prayers and gratitude for your 
great kindness to us in our new home on the hill, in Purcellville. May the Lord bless 
one and all that you may have a happy, healthy, and holy gathering with your loved 
ones. Again, let us pray for one another.          Father Gould

Collegiate Answer:  The Latin phrase, “Non Excidet,” that we often see but do not notice 
each week is found on the floor of the church when you enter the center aisle.  It is the 
medalian with the Coat of Arms of St. Francis De Sales.  The English translation is:  Do 
Not Yield, “Give Up.”  Not a bad admonition to start the new year… don’t give up.
Collegiate question:  In honor of our incredible choir who sang the Vespers of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe tonight.  What is the true location of Our Lady of Guadalupe and what 
is the medium in which she is displayed. Ooohhh!  I gave you a fat one with this ques-
tion. Good hunting. Merry Christmas!!!

“God grant you lightness in your step, A smile on every face you meet, 
Loved ones gathered at your hearth, And your door, good friends to greet.

A holy hymn upon your lips, A window candle burning bright,
And may the good Lord bless your heart, And come to dwell there Christmas night.” 

       (Peruvian Christmas Blessing... I think)

The Parish Office and Religious Education 
Offices will be closed 

Tuesday, December 24 thru 
Thursday, December 26 

We wish all of our parish 
families a joyful and blessed 

Christmas!

The 2020 Religious Art Calendar’s have ar-
rived. You can pick up your calendar in the 
Narthex after all Masses.  



-\\

MOUNT2000 – Mount2000 is a Eucharistic retreat for high school-
ers, run by the seminarians at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. Experi-
ence Jesus and the Sacraments like never before! February 7 
– 9, 2020 and registration is now open! E-mail Emily at e.glass@
saintfrancisparish.org to register. Spaces are limited and registration 
ends on January 15. 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6:00-8:00 PM in room 
213 for fellowship, food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high school-
ers are welcome! Come to grow in friendship with Christ and one 
another. No Youth Night on Sunday, 12/22 or Sunday, 12/29.

YOUTH GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS – If you would like to 
receive text message announcements about time changes, event 
cancellations, etc., you can go to this link: remind.com/join/eglass16 
and enter your information to be added to the recipient list! Also, fol-
low the Youth Ministry Instagram account St.FrancisYouth for event 
updates and announcements

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP – MAC-PAC (Middle 
Schoolers Acting in Christ - Prayer, Action, Charity) is for 6th, 7th 
and 8th graders. The goal is to inspire, to grow our love for God and 
neighbor, and to provide fellowship for the MIddle School Youth of 
St. Francis de Sales. We meet once a month. Watch this page for 
upcoming events. 

Emily Glass Director of Youth Ministry 
540-338-6381 or 

e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar
WEEKS OF DECEMBER 22 AND 29 
  NO CLASSES

CLASSES RESUME WEEK OF JANUARY 5

Sponsor/Confirmation Candidate 
Potluck Supper

Sunday, January 5 at 6pm
Our Lady of Victory Hall
Feast of the Epiphany!

Our Confirmation Potluck supper is an evening dedicated to 
food, faith and fellowship, and a great opportunity to bring the 
sponsors and candidates together in preparation for the up-
coming Confirmation in the spring. Candidates and sponsors 
are strongly encouraged to attend this supper. This fellow-
ship is an important part of their Confirmation preparation.
We understand that a sponsor may live out of state or may be 
unable to travel at this time, if that is the case, a parent of the 
candidate may attend in your place.
The candidate is requested to bring their favorite dish to share. 
Sponsors are our guests!
All are invited to attend the 5pm Teen Mass before the supper. 
We look forward to seeing you.

Help Us Deck the Halls!
We will be decorating the Church for Christ-
mas on Monday, December 23 starting after the 
9am Mass and we are looking for volunteers! 
If you are interested in decking the halls with 

boughs of holly and want to help out, you can contact Janice 
at j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org.  The more people we get, the 
merrier (and quicker) the decorating will be.

BABYBOTTLE CAMPAIGN FOR BIRTHRIGHT
Birthright offers caring and loving support to women and their ba-
bies. We can prepare for Jesus’ birth through prayer and service 
for babies of our community. Fill your bottle with money that will 
be used to buy items needed to care for the babies as we would 
for Baby Jesus. Please continue to fill your baby bottles over 
the Christmas break! Return your baby bottle to your CCD 
class after the Epiphany in January. Birthright is very thankful for 
your participation and prayers.

"BEHOLD the dear Infant 
Jesus. Let the little Babe of 
Bethlehem be forever the de-
light and love of our heart. Alas, 
how fair He is! I had a hundred 
times rather see this dear little 
Babe in His crib than to see all 
the kings of the earth on their 
thrones. O God, I think Him 
more glorious on this throne than Solomon was on his throne 
of ivory. The great St. Joseph makes us share in his consola-
tion; the sovereign Mother in her love; and the divine Infant 
wills to diffuse His merits over our heart. Repose near Him as 
sweetly as you can. He will not fail to fill your heart with love. 
May the joy and consolation of the Son and of the Mother be 
forever the gladness of our soul.”  

Inclement Weather Cancellations
Weekday: When Loudoun County schools are closed or have early 
dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement weather, 
Youth and Adult Religious ed and classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on 
the website www.saintfrancisparish.org/, and emailed to families 
by 6:45am Sunday morning. 





What is a Papal Blessing?
The Holy Father offers blessings for Catholics for special occasions such as 
Baptisms, Confirmations, marriages, birthdays, and anniversaries. A general 
blessing from the Pope for no specific occasion may also be requested.  Pa-
pal blessings come in the form of printed certificates or parchment with the 
name(s) of the recipient(s) and the occasion inscribed on them. Please call 
our parish secretary at least three months before you need the blessing. The 
secretary will tell you  the specifics for obtaining the blessing or you can visit 
the Arlington Diocese website,  arlingtondiocese.org/worship/papal_bless-
ings.aspx.
Papal Audiences 
The Pope holds Papal Audiences at the Vatican most Wednesdays, tickets are 
necessary to see the Pope on these dates. Requests for tickets must be made 
at least 3 months in advance! If you are planning on making a trip to Rome, 
please start the process soon. Call our parish secretary for instructions. For 
more information about Papal Audiences and visiting Rome please visit 
http://www.papalaudience.org/ 

UPCOMING LADIES AUXILIARY EVENTS:

Monday, January 6 Business Meet-
ing - 7pm Rosary in the Chapel. We 
will meet in the Library of the Parish 
Education Center and beginning the 
meeting at 7:30pm. We will have a 
guest speaker who will talk about 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and an opportunity to go on 
a Mission trip to Mexico. 

Saturday January 11 -  Parish Education Center, 
OLVH (gym) from 10am-12pm we are hosting a 
Women’s Self Defense class. There is a $10 fee for the 
class. This 2 hour introductory class will be taught 
by a female Grandmaster in the Martial Arts of Sho 
Bushido Jujitsu. Offered to ages 16 and older as well 
as 12-15 years old with a responsible adult present 
(adult does not have to participate). Please RSVP to 
ladiesaux11136@gmail.com to reserve a spot. There 
is a 50 person max. A waiver will be provided and 
required to be signed before participation.

Feel free to send questions or comments to 
ladiesaux11136@gmail.com

ST. FAUSTINA OF DIVINE MERCY SAID: “When I arrived at Mid-
night Mass, from the very beginning I steeped myself in deep recollection, 
during which time I saw the stable of Bethlehem filled with great radiance.  
The Blessed Virgin, all lost in the deepest of love, was wrapping Jesus in 
swaddling clothes, but Saint Joseph was still asleep. Only after the Mother 
of God put Jesus in the manger, did the light of God awaken Joseph, who was 
also praying.  But after a while, I was left alone with the Infant Jesus who 
stretched out His little hands to me, and I understood that I was to take Him 
in my arms.  Jesus pressed His head against my heart and gave me to know, 
by His profound gaze, how good He found it to be next to my heart.  At that 
moment Jesus disappeared and the bell was ringing for Holy Communion.”  
(St. Faustina Diary 1442)

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 2019

The Future of the Very Young
That every country take the measures necessary to 
prioritize the future of the very young, especially 
those who are suffering.

 Join us for The March For Life on Friday, 
January 24th! We will be leaving from St. 
Francis De Sales by bus around 7am. We 
will be going to the Life is Very Good 
Morning Rally and Mass including confes-

sions at George Mason University. After Mass, our bus will take us to 
DC for the March. We expect to return back to Saint Francis by 5:30 
pm. Tickets are $17 which include the Rally and Lunch from Chick-
fil-a. Please make all checks payable to St. Francis de Sales Church.  
Please contact Carie Losinski  at skigators@icloud.com or 703-673-
6108 if you have any questions and/or to sign up and reserve your 

HOST THE PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE 
You can schedule to sign up for hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in your home. 
Go to saintfrancisparish.org/hosting-the-pilgrim-virgin/ and pick a date. 
Then just sign up at j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org and pick up the statue 
in the narthex after the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later 
than Saturday afternoon for the next person to host our Blessed Mother. 
Great blessings will come along your way when you invite Our Lady 
and pray the rosary in your home. She will not be outdone in generosity!

THE ADVENT GIVING TREE IS 
HERE! 
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree 
and return the NEW, UNWRAPPED 
item with tag attached under the tree 

by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22! Gift cards can be placed 
in the poor box or in the office. We will deliver the gifts 
to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women’s Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, Mobile 
Hope, local nursing homes and needy families within our 
parish and community, as well as the Veteran’s Hospital in 
Martinsburg. 
The Community of St. Francis de Sales has always been 
very generous to our neediest neighbors. Thanks so much 
to all of you who have contributed to local organizations 
and individuals through the Giving Tree! 
The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social 
Justice Committee.  If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Erin Bucci at buccierin@comcast.net or Marilyn 
Gugliotta at 6gugs@comcast.net.



The 2020 Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship 
will be held here on Monday, January 20 at 9am 
(“MLK Day”) in Our Lady of Victory Hall and is 
open to all boys and girls, ages 9-14. Eligibility is de-
termined by the age of the contestant as of January 1, 2020. Entry 
forms can be picked up in person from Janice Rees in Our Lady 
of Victory Hall or can be requested by emailing sdevita@aol.com.  
A copy of your child’s birth certificate must be submitted with 
the completed entry form to Steve DeVita at sdevita@aol.com or 
drop off the form and birth certificate copy with Janice Rees in 
the Our Lady of Victory Hall no later than Wednesday, January 
15, 2020, at 5pm.  No walk-ins will be accepted.  Winners will 
advance to the District level competition on Presidents Day Holi-
day in February anticipated to be at St. Theresa Parish, Ashburn.  

St. Francis Council 11136 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  will be on 
Monday January 13, at 7:30 pm. Rosary 
in the Church at 7pm, all parishioners are 
welcome!!

PANCAKE BREAKFAST FOR JANUARY:   will be moved 
from Jan 5 to Jan 12 

CORPORATE COMMUNION:  We will have a Corporate 
Communion on 12/28/19 at the 5 pm Mass. We will sit with 
our families in the center Blessed Mother side and after Mass 
will go to the wing area to pray the Rosary. PARISH IS WEL-
COME!!! Will pass out Rosary cards. 

SHARE SUNDAY FOR DECEMBER:  The “Food Warrior” 
Team collected, packed and moved 1806 pounds of food this 
month to Catholic Charities in Leesburg, Thank you SFDS 
Parishioners! We couldn’t have done it without you! The team 
has moved 6,190 pounds of food from SFDS since Aug. Stay 
tuned for exciting ways to help with donating cash to help with 
getting milk and eggs.

COATS FOR KIDS:   A Big THANK YOU !! to all who do-
nated Coats. We couldn’t have done this without the help of the 
entire Parish!! This was one of the best years we had at obtain-
ing Coats for the kids in Loudoun County. 

SWEATS FOR VETS:  Look for the box in the Narthex replac-
ing the one for Coats for Kids. We need new sweats in all Large 
and X-Large. The MAC-PAC will be assisting with this program 
also.

FREE THROW CONTEST:   See Blurb in Bulletin
 
 WHY ARE YOU A KNIGHT? Be more than a Knight in name 
only. We will be focusing and looking for volunteers in these 
four main program types: FAITH, COMMUNITY, FAMILY 
and LIFE. Contact GK Scott Grimard and tell me what it would 
take for you to come help your church and community. Be ac-
tive again. 

Have You Ever Considered Becoming a Knight and Helping 
Others in Your Parish and Community? Find out how you 
can be a part of the largest Catholic men’s organization in the 
world. Discover how the Knights can support you, your family, 
your faith and your community. Contact GK Scott Grimard or 
Chancellor Rae Edmonson (raedmons@gmail.com) or look for 
any man wearing a Knights of Columbus name badge. Let your 
Light Shine.

May God bless you!

Scott Grimard, Grand Knight
St. Francis Council #11136 
Knights11136@gmail.com

Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Ministry: 
888-456-HOPE or visit: www.helpafterabortion.org.

Gabriel Project Pregnancy Assistance Ministry: 
866-444-3553 or info@helpfor pregnantwomen.org

HELP THE KNIGHTS SUPPORT THE VIRGINIA SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS THROUGH THE POLAR PLUNGE!
Look for the Giant Polar Bear and his assistant at Masses in De-
cember asking for donations. Knights around Virginia are partici-
pating in taking a "Polar Plunge" in bodies of water around the 
state in order to raise funds for Special Olympics. Our Council 
will not be taking that Plunge but are still hoping to raise funds. 
Each athlete pays their own way to the Virginia Fall and Sum-
mer Championships. But to help the athletes afford to attend 
the  games Special Olympics provides a scholarship to as many 
athletes as they can. To guarantee that the organization has a 
healthy budget for this they earmark all the money the Knights 
of Columbus donates at the Polar Plunges. This means last year 
the Knights’ funds were awarded to 407 out of 1,270 athletes. 
The money covered those athletes’ housing and meals plus event 
expenses - everything but transportation. The Knights of Colum-
bus State Organization would like to fund more Special Olympic 
Athletes this year. The scholarships were not awarded randomly 
throughout the state. The scholarships were given to athletes in 
the immediate vicinity of the Knights council who donated the 
money. That means athletes who live near SFDS would benefit 
from the money you donate! PLEASE SEE THE GIANT POLAR 
BEAR to donate!!

INCREASE IN ADORATION HOURS 
In the spirit of "Tap, Tap, Tap", we are working with Fr. 
Gould's encouragement and support to revive and expand 
the times offered for Adoration over the next few months 
and for the long-term. This will begin with evening hours 
added on all Fridays in December and (hopefully) increas-
ing to overnight hours on First Fridays, and then all Fridays 
next month. This cannot be done and sustained without your 
help. Please also take the survey at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/R29JF7P so we can better assess overall interest and 
other specifics. If you have any questions, please contact 
Mark Donofrio at SFDS.Adoration@gmail.com. 

Merry  Christmas and Blessed New Year to all from 
the SFDS Men’s Group. TMIY! resumes on Saturday, 
1/4/20 OR Wednesday, 1/8/20.  See you then.


